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Attendees at the ϮϬϮϯ annƵal meeting got the opportƵnitǇ to ǀieǁ one of the ϲth Air 
RefƵeling Wing’s KC-ϭϯϱRs at MacDill AFB͕ Oct͘ Ϯϳ͘ ;Photo bǇ H͘ Michael MileǇͿ 

The спст ann0al mee/ing in Tam+a a 
“-e.*0nding .0cce..҃ .a4. P-e.iden/ 

San Antonio selected for ǓǑǓǕ 

DicŬ CŽůe 
EdiƚŽƌ 

T heȱa��ocia�ionȇ�ȱŘŝ�hȱann�alȱmee�ingȱ a�ȱ
heldȱOc�ǯȱŘŜȱ-ȱŘŞǰȱŘŖŘřǰȱ
inȱ a�mȱandȱ��nn¢ȱ

Tam�aǰȱFlaǯȱHomeȱba�eȱfo�ȱ�heȱ
mee�ingȱ a�ȱ�heȱHo�elȱAlbaǯȱ 
ȱȱȱInȱaddi�ionȱ�oȱi��ȱbea��if�lȱ
 ea�he�ǰȱTam�aȱoěe�edȱAFPAAȱ
membe��ȱ�heȱo��o���ni�¢ȱ�oȱ�eȬ
cei�eȱ�imel¢ȱb�ieęng�ȱandȱ��Ȭ
da�e�ȱf�omȱUǯSǯȱCen��alȱComȬ
mandǰȱUǯȱSǯȱS�ecialȱO�e�a�ion�ȱ
CommandǰȱandȱMacDillȇ�ȱho��ȱ
�ni�ǰȱ�heȱŜ�hȱAi�ȱRef�elingȱWingǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱla��ȱann�alȱmee�ingȱofȱ�heȱ

a��ocia�ionȱ a�ȱŘŖŗşȱbeca��eȱofȱ�heȱ
COVIDȱ�andemicǯȱTha�ȱmee�ingȱ
occ���edȱinȱCha�loĴeǰȱSǯCǯȱHo e�Ȭ
e�ǰȱ¢o�ȱ o�ldȱne�e�ȱkno ȱ�ha�ȱ�hi�ȱ
¢ea�’�ȱmee�ingȱ a�ȱ�heȱę���ȱinȱfo��ȱ
¢ea��ȱbeca��eȱofȱ�heȱo����andingȱ
 o�kȱb¢ȱann�alȱmee�ingȱcomȬ
miĴeeȱchai�manȱPe��¢ȱNo�i�ǯȱ 
   “Wi�ho��ȱ��e��ionǰȱ�hi�ȱ¢ea�’�ȱ
mee�ingȱ a�ȱaȱ�e�o�ndingȱ��cȬ
ce��ǰ” �aidȱJohnȱDo��ianǰȱa��ociaȬ
�ionȱ��e�iden�ǰȱ hoȱ��e�idedȱo�e�ȱ
�hi�ȱ¢ea�’�ȱmee�ingȱinȱChai�manȱ
B�eĴȱA�h o��h’�ȱab�enceǯȱ 
ȱȱȱBoa�dȱmembe�ȱA��ȱFo���e�ȱ
ag�eedǯȱ“Pe��¢ȱNo�i�ȱdidȱanȱab�oȬ

;cont’d on p͘ ϯͿ 
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Former Air Force public affairs officer and 
former Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs P.J. Crowley’s presentation 
was titled “Decisions to be Made,” and 
discussed current world affairs, concen-
trating on relations with China; U.S. sup-
port of Ukraine against Russia’s incur-
sion and the potential of China moving 
on Taiwan. ;Photo by Dick ColeͿ 

HartǰȱJrǯǰȱBestȱofȱtheȱBestȱAwardǯ 
ȱȱȱMoreȱphotosȱfromȱtheȱmeetingȱ
areȱbeingȱpostedȱtoȱtheȱassociaȬ
tion’sȱwebsiteǰȱhttpsǱȦȦafpaaaǯorgȦ
tampa-2023ǯhtmlǯȱTheȱfollowingȱ
pagesȱincludeȱaȱsamplingȱofȱtheȱ
photosȱtakenȱbyȱDickȱColeȱandȱ
HǯȱMikeȱMileyǯ 
ȱȱȱWinnerȱofȱtheȱMcRaneyȱDistinȬ
guishedȱServiceȱAwardȯnotȱ
publiclyȱknownȱbeforeȱtheȱannuȬ
alȱmeetingȯwasȱArtȱForsterǯȱTheȱ
awardȱrecognizesȱanȱindividualȱ
forȱdistinguishedȱserviceȱtoȱtheȱ
associationȱandȱisȱdeterminedȱbyȱ
theȱassociationȱboardǯȱ 
ȱȱȱȃThanksȱforȱthisȱincredibleȱ
honorǯȱIȱappreciateȱyourȱsupportȱ
andȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱdoȱallȱIȱcanȱ
toȱpromoteǰȱgrowȱandȱmaintainȱ
ourȱassociationǰȄȱForsterȱsaidǯ ȱ 

Mike McRaney offers the microphone to Art Forster after presenting him the Brig. 
Gen. Mike McRaney Distinguished Service Award at the annual banquet. The recipi-
ent of the award is selected by the association’s board of directors. The presentation 
concluded the annual meeting banquet Saturday, Oct. Ϯϴ. ;Photo by Dick ColeͿ 

Annual Meeting ;cont’d from p. ϭͿ 

lutelyȱfantasticȱjobȱinȱplanningȱ
andȱexecutingȱourȱ2023ȱannualȱ
meetingȱinȱTampaǯȱPerryȱstoodȱ
tallȱandȱaccomplishedȱallȱreȬ
quiredȱtasksȱinȱanȱoutstandingȱ
mannerȱthatȱensuredȱtheȱsuccessȱ
ofȱourȱreunionǯȱThankȱyouǰȱPerryǰȱ
forȱyourȱhardȱworkȱinȱmakingȱ
ourȱTampaȱmeetingȱoneȱofȱtheȱ
bestǷȃ 
ȱȱȱIȱknowȱIȱthoroughlyȱenjoyedȱ
myselfȱandȱitȱwasȱwonderfulȱseeȬ
ingȱoldȱfriendsȱandȱcolleaguesȱ
face-ȱto-faceȱonceȱagainǯȱ 
ȱȱȱAȱsimilarȱsentimentȱwasȱofferedȱ
byȱDonȱHessenflowǯȱȃTheȱvenueȱ
wasȱgreatǰȱtheȱprogramȱwasȱ
greatǰȱbutȱvisitingȱwithȱfriendsȱ
andȱcolleaguesȱwasȱtheȱbestǰȄȱheȱ
saidǯȱ 
ȱȱȱSeveralȱoutstandingȱpresentaȬ
tionsȱhelpedȱAFPAAȱmembersȱ
ȃre-blueȄȱduringȱtheȱmeetingǯȱInȱ
additionȱtoȱtheȱaforementionedȱ
CENTCOMȱandȱSOCOMȱ
briefingsǰȱattendeesȱheardȱfromȱ
formerȱAirȱForceȱpublicȱaffairsȱ
officerȱandȱAssistantȱSecretaryȱofȱ
StateȱforȱPublicȱAffairsȱPhilipȱJǯȱ
ȃPǯJǯȄȱCrowleyȱonȱcurrentȱworldȱ
affairsǲȱformerȱmanagingȱeditorȱ
ofȱtheȱArmedȱForcesȱPressȱSerȬ
viceȱJohnȱBanusiewiczǲȱCivilȱAirȱ
PatrolȱIllinoisȱWingȦPAȱCaptǯȱHǯȱ
MichaelȱMileyȱandȱindividualȱ
reserveȱaugmenteeȱtoȱtheȱSecreȬ
taryȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱDirectorȱofȱ
PublicȱAffairsȱColǯȱBethȱHorineǯȱ 
ȱȱȱOfȱcourseǰȱtheȱhighlightsȱofȱtheȱ
annualȱmeetingȱareȱtheȱinducȬ
tionsȱintoȱtheȱAirȱForceȱPublicȱ
AffairsȱHallȱofȱFameǰȱandȱpresenȬ
tationsȱofȱtheȱBrigǯȱGenǯȱMikeȱ
McRaneyȱDistinguishedȱServiceȱ
AwardȱandȱBrigǯȱGenǯȱJamesȱWǯȱ
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Pho/os from /he Tampa mee/ing 
B4 Dick Cole and Hѵ Michael Mile4 

Phil Ratliff checks in at the registration desk. The area next to the registration desk was a favorite gathering 
spot for attendees to catch up with one another 

Brig. Gen. James W. Hart, Jr., Best of the Best Award winner 
Ken Raimondi and his wife, Jackie, speak with board member 
Julie Briggs, left, at the cocktail reception. 

Left: Meeting Chair Perry Nouis provides a rundown on planned 
activities for Friday, Oct. Ϯϳ. Above: Several attendees out on 
the town for dinner Thursday night. ;Photo courtesy Carla Syl-
vesterͿ 

Board President John Dorrian welcomes attendees to the cock-
tail reception and the annual meeting.  
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Hal Smarkola, Eric Schnaible, Dave Smith and Judy Bivens in 
front of a KC-ϭϯϱR at MacDill AFB on Friday’s tour. 

Attendees get the U.S. Special Operations Command mission 
briefing. 

Listening to the ϲth ARW briefing. 

A bite to eat on the base before returning to Hotel Alba. 

Al DeFend after winning an autographed copy of P.J. Crow-
ley’s book, Red Line͗ American Foreign PolicǇ in a Time of 
FractƵred PoliƟcs and Failing States. Crowley personalized the 
note to DeFend just before presenting him the book at the 
conclusion of his Saturday morning presentation. 

One of the best briefing slides I’ve ever seen was included in 
John Banusiewicz’s presentation “War Stories About New 
Technology.” His presentation ventured into the subject of 
artificial intelligence and stimulated an interesting discussion 
of potential effects on the public affairs community. 

;Cont’d on page ϲͿ 

https://www.amazon.com/Red-Line-American-Fractured-Politics/dp/1442255706/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZFT76HH11S0A&keywords=P.J.+Crowley&qid=1704250507&s=books&sprefix=p.j.+crowley,stripbooks,64&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Red-Line-American-Fractured-Politics/dp/1442255706/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZFT76HH11S0A&keywords=P.J.+Crowley&qid=1704250507&s=books&sprefix=p.j.+crowley,stripbooks,64&sr=1-1


Page ϲ News and Notes 

Civil Air Patrol Capt. H. Michael Miley provided a presenta-
tion of public affairs within the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary. Miley 
is the Illinois Wing/PA. 

Air Force Reserve Col. Beth Horine, the individual mobilization 
augmentee to the SAF/PA director, provided an overview of 
Air Force public affairs, band and audiovisual operations. 

Col. Beth Horine was all smiles visiting with former SAF/PA 
Directors Brig. Gen. Ron Rand, left, and Brig. Gen. Mike 
McRaney, right. 

After libations, the awards banquet got underway. 

Mike McRaney presented Ken Raimondi with the Brig. Gen. 
James W. Hart, Jr., “Best of the Best Award.” Raimondi trav-
eled from San Antonio to receive the award, accompanied by 
his wife Jackie. 

Association President John Dorrian presented Ken Raimondi 
with his life membership in AFPAA for being selected “Best of 
the Best” for ϮϬϮϯ. 
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Retired chief master sergeant and GS-ϭϱ Mike Kinchen pre-
sented one of this year’s Hall of Fame Awards to retired Air 
Force News Service colleague John Banusiewicz. 

Retired chief master sergeant Dave Smith presented one of 
this year’s Hall of Fame Awards to retired Air Force chief mas-
ter sergeant Judy Bivens. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Mike McRaney presented Col. David Schill-
erstrom’s HOF Award to nephew Bill, left, and son David, Jr., 
center. 

Retired Col. Jay DeFrank presented Col. Dave Shea’s HOF 
Award to Dave’s wife, Mary Lou, and daughter, Susan. 

Art Forster presented the HOF Award to Mike Terrill’s family 
including ;l. to r.Ϳ: son Michael, son Marshall, Forster, wife 
Carolyn, daughter Mischael, daughter-in-law Allison, and son 
Mark. 

The five Hall of Fame Awards presented at the banquet. 
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Callum Turner ;l.Ϳ portrays Maj.  John “Bucky” Egan, commander of the ϰϭϴth Bomb Squadron, and Austin Butler plays Maj. Gale 
“Buck” Cleven, commander of the ϯϱϬth Bomb Squadron in the series Masters of the Air, set to premier on Apple TVн, Jan. Ϯϲ. 

American Airmen heroes of Masters of the Air 
BǇ Dick Cole 
Editor 

A longȱanticipatedȱoriginalȱseriesȱdebutsȱinȱJanuaryȱonȱAppleȱTVǯȱTheȱseriesǰȱMastersȱofȱ
theȱAirǰȱisȱbeingȱproducedȱbyȱStevenȱSpielȬ
bergǰȱTomȱHanksǰȱandȱGaryȱGoetzmanǰȱtheȱ

producersȱofȱHBO’sȱBandȱofȱBrothersȱandȱTheȱPacificǯ 
ȱȱȱWhileȱtheȱtwoȱpreviousȱseriesȱfromȱtheȱproducersȱfoȬ
cusedȱonȱtheȱserviceȱofȱparatroopersȱandȱinfantrymenȱinȱ
EuropeanȱandȱPacificȱTheatersǰȱthisȱseriesȱwillȱfocusȱonȱ
America’sȱMightyȱEighthȱAirȱForceȱandǰȱspecificallyǰȱtheȱ
ȃBloodyȱ100thȄȯtheȱ100thȱBombȱGroupȱwhichȱfoughtȱ
Germanyȱfromȱtheȱairǯ 
ȱȱȱMastersȱofȱtheȱAirȱfocusesȱonȱtheȱcrewsȱwhoȱmannedȱtheȱ
B-1ŝsǯȱIncrediblyȱbraveȱAmericanȱcrewsȱhadȱtoȱflyȱintoȱ
heavyȱGermanȱanti-aircraftȱartilleryȱfireȱ(ȃflakȄ)ȱandȱfaceȱ
Germanȱfightersȱinȱorderȱtoȱsmashȱtargetsȱonȱtheȱgroundǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱ100thȱBombȱGroupȱwasȱequippedȱwithȱtheȱBoeingȱ
B-1ŝȱFlyingȱFortressǯȱTheȱfour-engineȱbomberȱcouldȱdeȬ
liverȱaȱlargeȱbombȱloadȱaȱdistanceȱofȱ2ǰ000ȱmilesȱorȱmoreȱ
atȱspeedsȱinȱexcessȱofȱ200ȱmphǯȱEachȱȃFortȄȱwasȱmannedȱ

byȱaȱcrewȱofȱ10ȯtwoȱpilotsǰȱaȱnavigatorǰȱaȱbombardierǰȱaȱ
flightȱengineerȦtopȱturretȱgunnerǰȱradioȱoperatorǰȱtwoȱ
waistȱgunnersǰȱaȱballȱturretȱgunnerǰȱandȱaȱtailȱgunnerǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱB-1ŝȱwasȱtoȱcarryȱoutȱAmerica’sȱstrategicȱbombingȱ
campaignȱagainstȱHitler’sȱEuropeǰȱbutȱdidȱsoȱwithȱgrievȬ
ousȱlossesǯȱTheȱaircraftȇsȱroleȱinȱstrategicȱprecisionȱbombȬ
ingȱmissionsȱwasȱemphasizedȱbyȱaȱcapacityȱforȱupȱtoȱ
1ŝǰ1şŜȱpoundsȱofȱbombsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱBeingȱinȱaȱB-1ŝȱwasȱarguablyȱtheȱmostȱdangerousȱjobȱinȱ
theȱentireȱwarȱandȱtheȱamountȱofȱdeathsȱandȱPOWsȱwasȱ
staggeringǯȱAircrewsȱfoughtȱinȱnon-pressurizedȱplanesȱinȱ
freezingȱtemperaturesȱandȱatȱaltitudesȱwhereȱtheyȱreȬ
quiredȱsupplementalȱoxygenǯȱInȱaȱsingleȱ3ŝŜ ȱplaneȱraidȱ
inȱAugustȱ1ş43ǰȱŜ0ȱB-1ŝsȱwereȱshotȱdownǯȱThatȱwasȱaȱ1Ŝȱ
percentȱloss rateȱandȱmeantȱŜ00ȱemptyȱbunksȱinȱEnglandǯȱ
Inȱ1ş42-43ȱitȱwas statisticallyȱimpossibleȱforȱbomberȱ
crewsȱtoȱcompleteȱaȱ25-missionȱtourȱin Europeǯ 
ȱȱȱAsȱtheyȱdidȱwithȱBandȱofȱBrothersǰȱtheȱproducersȱareȱ
concentratingȱtheirȱstoryȱonȱrealȱservicemenȱwhoȱservedȱ
duringȱWW2ǯȱAustinȱButler playsȱMajǯȱGaleȱȃBuckȄȱ
Clevenǰȱcommanderȱofȱtheȱ350thȱBombȱSquadronǯȱMostȱ
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recentlyȱButlerȱstarredȱasȱElvisȱPresleyȱ
inȱtheȱfilmȱElvisǰȱforȱwhichȱheȱreceivedȱ
aȱGoldenȱGlobeȱAwardȱasȱbestȱactorǯ 
ȱȱȱ CallumȱTurnerȱportraysȱMajǯȱ Johnȱ
ȃBuckyȄȱEganǰȱcommanderȱofȱtheȱ
41ŞthȱBombȱSquadronǯȱEganȱandȱ
Clevenȱwereȱbothȱdescribedȱasȱ
ȃdebonairǲȄȱwithȱwhiteȱscarvesȱandȱaȱ
HollywoodȱswaggerǰȱtheyȱwereȱfreȬ
quentlyȱtheȱcenterȱofȱattentionȱatȱtheȱ
SilverȱWingȱOfficer’sȱClubȱatȱtheȱ
unit’sȱhomeȱbaseǰȱStationȱ13şǰȱlocatedȱ
atȱThorpeȱAbbottsȱinȱEastȱAngliaǯȱLoȬ
catedȱ20ȱmilesȱsouthȱofȱNorwichȱandȱ
ş0ȱmilesȱnortheastȱofȱLondonǰȱThorpeȱ
Abbottsȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱhundred-oddȱ
airfieldsȱusedȱbyȱtheȱEighthȱAirȱForceȱ
inȱtheȱUnitedȱKingdomȱduringȱtheȱ
warǯȱLargerȱthanȱlifeǰȱotherȱpilotsȱidolȬ
izedȱthemȱasȱbothȱservedȱasȱtheȱȃheartȱ
andȱsoulȄȱofȱtheȱGroupǯ 
ȱȱȱShotȱinȱlocationsȱrangingȱfromȱtheȱ
idyllicȱrollingȱhillsȱofȱsoutheastȱEngȬ
landȱtoȱtheȱȃharshȱdeprivationsȱofȱaȱ
GermanȱprisonerȱofȱwarȱcampǰȄȱmanyȱ
soldiersȱwereȱshotȱdownǰȱcapturedǰȱ
woundedǰȱandȱȃsomeȱwereȱluckyȱ
enoughȱtoȱmakeȱitȱhomeǯȄ 

NCuti Gatwa in Masters of the Air as a Tuskegee airman. ;Photo by Robert Viglasky/
AppleTVнͿ  

ȱȱȱTheȱseriesȱincludesȱaȱstar-studdedȱ
castȱledȱbyȱButlerǰȱTurnerǰȱAnthonyȱ
BoyleǰȱNateȱMannǰȱRaffertyȱLawǰȱBarȬ
ryȱKeoghanǰȱJosiahȱCrossǰȱBrandenȱ
CookǰȱNcutiȱGatwaǰȱJoshȱBoltȱandȱ
KaiȱAlexanderǯȱ 
ȱȱȱMasters of the Air willȱpremiereȱ
globallyȱonȱAppleȱTVƸȱonȱFridayǰȱ

Janǯȱ2Ŝǰȱwith the firstȱtwoȱepisodesǰȱ
followedȱbyȱoneȱnewȱepisodeȱeveryȱ
FridayȱthroughȱMarchȱ15ǰȱ2024ǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱtrailerȱforȱtheȱseriesȱmayȱbeȱ
viewedȱatȱhttpsǱȦȦyoutuǯbeȦlA-
1JCRguZ0ǯ 

Thunderbird is one of the recogniza-
ble P-ϱϭ Mustangs from the post war 
era. The cobalt blue P-ϱϭC, NXϱϱϮϴN, 
most notably won the ϭϵϰϵ Bendix 
race piloted by Joe DeBona where it 
set the piston driven speed record at 
ϰϳϬ mph.  
   Thunderbird was owned by WWII 
brigadier general, bomber pilot and 
academy award winning actor Jimmy 
Stewart. Jackie Cochran, the “Speed 
Queen,” also owned Thunderbird.  
   The aircraft is now owned by War-
ren Pietsch and is housed at the Da-
kota Territory Museum located in 
Minot, N.D., following its restoration. 

Famo0s figh/er 
airborne again 
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D avidȱJǯȱSheaǰȱpassedȱawayȱpeacefullyȱatȱ
homeȱonȱJulyȱ14ǰȱ
2023ǰȱinȱSpringfieldǰȱ

VaǯȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱofȱ
52ȱyearsǰȱMaryǲȱhisȱthreeȱchildrenȱ
JessicaȱǻBrianǼǰȱSusanǰȱandȱJeanneȱ
ǻKrisǼǲȱandȱhisȱsevenȱgrandchilȬ
drenȱAshleyǰȱMeaganǰȱNatalieǰȱ
DanielǰȱSarahǰȱKeiraǰȱandȱKateǲȱ
brotherȱSteveȱandȱnumerousȱ
niecesȱandȱnephewsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱSheaȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱ2023ȱclassȱ
ofȱinducteesȱintoȱtheȱAFPAAȱ
HallȱofȱFameȱandȱpassedȱbeforeȱ
hisȱawardȱcouldȱbeȱpresentedȱinȱ
Tampaǯ 
ȱȱȱAȱcareerȱpublicȱaffairsȱ
officerȱandȱpublicȱrelationsȱ
proǰȱSheaȱwasȱgreatlyȱadȬ

miredȱinȱtheȱPRȱworldȱforȱ
hisȱmanyȱachievementsȱdurȬ
ingȱbothȱhisȱmilitaryȱandȱciȬ
vilianȱcareersǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱbeganȱhisȱAirȱForceȱcaȬ
reerȱinȱ1ş5şȱafterȱgraduatingȱ
fromȱFordhamȱUniversityȱ
andȱearningȱhisȱsecondȱlieuȬ
tenantȱbarsȱasȱaȱdistinguish -
edȱgraduateȱofȱFordham ’sȱ
AFROTCȱprogramǯ  
ȱȱȱReportingȱtoȱAndrewsȱAFBȱ
forȱhisȱfirstȱassignmentǰȱ
Daveȱhadȱnoȱintentionȱofȱ
stayingȱpastȱhisȱthree-yearȱ
commitmentǯȱWhatȱheȱreallyȱ
wantedȱwasȱtoȱseekȱfameȱ
andȱfortuneȱinȱtheȱbroadcastȬ
ingȱbusinessȱandȱpursueȱhisȱ
dreamȱofȱbecomingȱtheȱplay-
by-playȱannouncerȱforȱtheȱ
NewȱYorkȱYankeesǯȱ  
ȱȱȱWellǰȱafterȱhisȱAndrewsȱ
tourȱheȱdidȱgetȱintoȱbroadȬ
castingǰȱbutȱitȱwasnȇtȱexactlyȱ
inȱtheȱBronxȱatȱYankeeȱStadiȬ
umǯȱItȱwasȱinȱGreeceǰȱwhereȱ
theȱAirȱForceȱsentȱhimȱtoȱbeȱ
theȱstationȱmanagerȱofȱtheȱ
ArmedȱForcesȱRadioȱandȱTelȬ
evisionȱoutletȱatȱIraklionȱAirȱ
Stationǯ  
ȱȱȱHisȱenjoymentȱofȱthatȱasȬ
signmentȱhadȱhimȱreconsiderȱ
hisȱcareerȱplansǰȱandȱsomeȱ
greatȱsubsequentȱassignȬ
mentsǰȱbothȱoverseasȱandȱ
statesideǰȱsealedȱtheȱdealǯȱ
HisȱAirȱForceȱcareerȱtookȱ

himȱaroundȱtheȱworldǰȱwithȱ
overseasȱtoursȱinȱadditionȱtoȱ
IraklionȱatȱMisawaȱAirȱBaseǰȱ
JapanǰȱOsanȱAirȱBaseǰȱKoreaǰȱ
andȱhisȱfavoriteǰȱRamsteinȱAirȱ
BaseǰȱGermanyǯ 
ȱȱȱWhenȱDaveȱwasȱatȱOsanǰȱheȱ
wasȱsentȱTDYȱtoȱClarkȱAirȱ
BaseȱinȱtheȱPhilippinesȱtoȱsupȬ
portȱOperationȱHomecomingȯ
theȱreturnȱofȱmoreȱthanȱ300ȱ
UǯSǯȱprisonersȱofȱwarȱfromȱtheȱ
Vietnamȱconflictȱinȱ1şŝ3ǯȱDaveȱ
managedȱoneȱofȱtheȱbiggestȱ
mediaȱeventsȱinȱAirȱForceȱhisȬ
toryȱwhenȱtheȱPOWsȱarrivedȱ
atȱClarkǰȱtheirȱfirstȱstopȱafterȱ
leavingȱNorthȱVietnamǯ  
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱalsoȱtheȱpublicȱ
affairsȱescortȱforȱoneȱofȱtheȱ
lastȱPOWȱgroupsȱtoȱdepartȱforȱ
homeǰȱwithȱstopsȱalongȱtheȱ
wayȱatȱHickamȱAFBǰȱHawaiiǰȱ
Wright-PattersonȱAFBǰȱOhioǰȱ
andȱAndrewsȱAFBǰȱMdǯȱthatȱ
generatedȱintenseȱinterestȱ
fromȱtheȱmediaȱandȱtheȱAmerȬ
icanȱpublicǯ  
ȱȱȱWhen ProjectȱBlueȱBookȯ
theȱAirȱForce ’sȱinvestigationȱ
ofȱUFOsȯwasȱclosedȱinȱDeȬ
cemberȱ1şŜşǰȱDaveȱwroteȱtheȱ
pressȱreleaseȱannouncingȱtheȱ
terminationȱandȱsummarizingȱ
theȱproject’sȱfindingsǱȱafterȱ
studyingȱmoreȱthanȱ12ǰ000ȱreȬ
portedȱUFOȱsightingsǰȱnoȱeviȬ
denceȱwasȱfoundȱthatȱanyȱ
wereȱextraterrestrialȱvehiclesǰȱ
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andȱonlyȱŝ01ȱofȱthoseȱsightȬ
ingsȱremainedȱunidentifiedǯȱ
Howeverǰȱasȱtheȱveryȱbusyȱ
ProjectȱBlueȱBookȱspokesperȬ
sonǰȱDaveȱhimselfȱdidȱnotȱreȬ
mainȱunidentifiedǯȱFascinaȬ
tionȱwithȱtheȱsubjectȱcontinȬ
uesȱunabatedȱtoȱthisȱdayǰȱandȱ
evenȱinȱretirementȱDaveȱreȬ
ceivedȱmediaȱrequestsȱtoȱ
shareȱhisȱexpertiseȱonȱtheȱ
subjectǯ 
ȱȱȱDaveȱwasȱtheȱPAȱdirectorȱatȱ
AirȱTrainingȱCommandȱheadȬ
quartersȱatȱRandolphȱAFBǰȱ
Texasȱinȱ1şŝşȱwhenȱtheȱexiledȱ
ShahȱofȱIranȱunexpectedlyȱarȬ
rivedȱatȱnearbyȱLacklandȱAFȬ
B’sȱWilfordȱHallȱMedicalȱCenȬ
terȱtoȱcontinueȱhisȱrecoveryȱ
fromȱcancerȱtreatmentǯȱTheȱ
Shah’sȱpresenceȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱ
StatesȱatȱtheȱonsetȱofȱtheȱIraȬ
nianȱhostageȱcrisisȱwasȱhighlyȱ
controversialǰȱandȱDaveȱhadȱ
toȱdealȱwithȱconflictingȱguidȬ
anceȱfromȱWashingtonȱaboutȱ
whetherȱreportersȱwouldȱbeȱ
allowedȱonȱbaseȱtoȱcoverȱtheȱ
storyǯȱWorkingȱtheȱissueȱwithȱ
fellow HallȱofȱFamerȱMikeȱ
TerrillǰȱwhoȱwasȱtheȱPAȱchiefȱ
atȱLacklandȱatȱtheȱtimeǰȱwasȱ
probablyȱtheȱonlyȱenjoyableȱ
aspectȱofȱthatȱdifficultȱepiȬ
sodeǯ 
ȱȱȱNotȱmanyȱpeopleȱgetȱtoȱbeȱaȱ
MAJCOMȱheadquartersȱPAȱ
directorǰȱbutȱDaveȱwasȱselectȬ
edȱforȱthatȱchallengingȱdutyȱ
threeȱtimesǯȱInȱadditionȱtoȱhisȱ
stintȱatȱAirȱTrainingȱComȬ
mandǰȱDaveȱwasȱtheȱdirectorȱ
forȱUǯSǯȱAirȱForcesȱEuropeȱatȱ
RamsteinȱandȱAirȱForceȱSysȬ
temsȱCommandȱatȱAndrewsǰȱ
whereȱheȱoriginallyȱthoughtȱ

hisȱmilitaryȱcareerȱwouldȱbeȱ
endingȱafterȱjustȱthreeȱshortȱ
yearsǯȱWithȱoneȱlastȱjobǰȱthisȱ
timeȱatȱtheȱPentagonȱasȱdiȬ
rectorȱofȱDefenseȱInforȬ
mationȱinȱDoDȱPublicȱ
Affairsǰȱthoseȱthreeȱyearsȱhadȱ
somehowȱturnedȱintoȱ2şǯ  
ȱȱȱDaveȱretiredȱfromȱtheȱAirȱ
Forceȱinȱ1şŞŞǰȱbutȱnotȱfromȱ
publicȱaffairsǯȱAlthoughȱthatȱ
jobȱasȱtheȱYankeesȱplay-by-
playȱannouncerȱhadȱstillȱnotȱ
openedǰȱDaveȱnonethelessȱ
managedȱtoȱgoȱonȱtoȱanȱ
award-winningȱcivilianȱcaȬ
reerǯȱHeȱservedȱasȱspokesȬ
manȱforȱtheȱHughesȱAircraftȱ
Companyǰȱwhichȱlaterȱ
mergedȱwithȱRaytheonȱCorȬ
porationǰȱandȱbecameȱRayȬ
theon’sȱDirectorȱofȱMediaȱ
TrainingȱandȱDevelopmentȱinȱ
WashingtonǰȱDǯCǯ  
ȱȱȱInȱ2012ǰȱDaveȱreceivedȱtheȱ
prestigiousȱLaurenȱDǯȱLymanȱ
Awardȱfromȱthe  Aerospaceȱ
IndustriesȱAssociation  forȱ
outstandingȱachievementȱinȱ
aerospaceȱcommunicationsǯȱ  
ȱȱȱHeȱwillȱbeȱburiedȱinȱArȬ
lingtonȱNationalȱCemeteryǯ  
 
VeryȱsadȱnewsǯȱIȱoweȱaȱgreatȱdealȱtoȱ
myȱdearȱmentorȱandȱfriendǯȱNotȱtooȱ
longȱagoǰȱIȱsentȱhimȱaȱletterȱthankingȱ
himȱforȱhisȱmentorshipȱandȱhisȱroleȱ
inȱshapingȱmyȱcareerǯȱIȱamȱveryȱ
gratefulȱIȱdidǯȱItȱshouldȱremindȱallȱofȱ
usȱtoȱtakeȱtheȱtimeȱtoȱsayȱȈthankȱ
youǯ” 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯB�dȱRo�� 
 
DaveȱwasȱtheȱconsummateȱcommuȬ
nicationsȱprofessionalȱwhoȱleftȱanȱ
indelibleȱmarkȱonȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
publicȱaffairsȱcareerȱfieldǯȱ

SmartǰȱpersuasiveȱandȱeffectiveǰȱDaveȱ
wasȱdirectorȱofȱpublicȱaffairsȱforȱthreeȱ
majorȱcommandsȱandȱmentoredȱcountȬ
lessȱofficerǰȱenlistedȱandȱcivilianȱperȬ
sonnelǯȱDisplayingȱaȱcalmǰȱpositiveȱ
andȱencouragingȱpersonaǰȱIȱalwaysȱ
calledȱhimȱ“FatherȱDave” becauseȱheȱ
remindedȱmeȱofȱaȱparishȱpriestǯȱHeȱwasȱ
aȱmasterȱofȱmediaȱrelationsȱandǰȱtoȬ
getherȱwithȱtheȱlateȱJohnȱGulickǰȱauȬ
thoredȱtheȱbookȱMediaȱIsn’tȱaȱFour
-LetterȱWordȯAȱGuideȱtoȱ
EffectiveȱEncountersȱwithȱtheȱ
MembersȱofȱtheȱFourthȱEstate ǰȱ
whichȱshouldȱbeȱinȱeveryȱcommunicaȬ
tionsȱprofessional’sȱlibraryǯȱI’mȱgrateȬ
fulȱtoȱhaveȱinformedȱhimȱofȱhisȱselecȬ
tionȱforȱtheȱAirȱForceȱPublicȱAffairsȱ
HallȱofȱFameȱshortlyȱbeforeȱheȱpassedǯȱ
FarewellȱfriendǰȱweȱsaluteȱyouǷ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Ar�ȱFor��er 
 
I’mȱsoȱsaddenedȱtoȱseeȱthisǯȱAnotherȱ
greatȱPAȱwarriorȱwe’veȱlostǯȱPrayersȱ
forȱhisȱfamilyǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Ch�ckȱMerlo 
 
MikeȱandȱIȱdearlyȱlovedȱDaveǰȱMaryȱ
LouȱandȱtheirȱgirlsǯȱWeȱalsoȱlookedȱsoȱ
forwardȱtoȱseeingȱthemȱbothȱatȱtheȱ
alumniȱeventsȱandȱtoȱgettingȱhisȱ
Christmasȱlettersǯ ȱDaveȱhadȱanȱamazȬ
ingȱsenseȱofȱhumorȱandȱwasȱaȱbrilliantȱ
writerǯȱIȱalwaysȱtoldȱMikeǰȱAirȱForceȱ
guysȱareȱsmarterǰȱhaveȱmoreȱintegrityǰȱ
areȱbraverǰȱwiserǰȱandȱhaveȱmoreȱsexȱ
appealȱthanȱallȱtheȱothersǯȱMyȱheartȱisȱ
brokenȱforȱMaryȱLouǰȱtheirȱdaughtersȱ
andȱgrandchildrenǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱAirȱForceȱcommunityȱhasȱlostȱaȱ
jewelǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Carol¢nȱTerrill 
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https://www.amazon.com/Media-isnt-four-letter-word/dp/0972113207/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WC1WIRX3V6F&keywords=Media+Isn%E2%80%99t+a+Four-Letter+Word:+A+Guide+to+Effective+Encounters+with+the+Members+of+the+Fourth+Estate&qid=1687199782&sprefix=media+isn+t+a+four-let
https://www.amazon.com/Media-isnt-four-letter-word/dp/0972113207/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WC1WIRX3V6F&keywords=Media+Isn%E2%80%99t+a+Four-Letter+Word:+A+Guide+to+Effective+Encounters+with+the+Members+of+the+Fourth+Estate&qid=1687199782&sprefix=media+isn+t+a+four-let
https://www.amazon.com/Media-isnt-four-letter-word/dp/0972113207/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WC1WIRX3V6F&keywords=Media+Isn%E2%80%99t+a+Four-Letter+Word:+A+Guide+to+Effective+Encounters+with+the+Members+of+the+Fourth+Estate&qid=1687199782&sprefix=media+isn+t+a+four-let
https://www.amazon.com/Media-isnt-four-letter-word/dp/0972113207/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WC1WIRX3V6F&keywords=Media+Isn%E2%80%99t+a+Four-Letter+Word:+A+Guide+to+Effective+Encounters+with+the+Members+of+the+Fourth+Estate&qid=1687199782&sprefix=media+isn+t+a+four-let
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We’veȱlostȱoneȱofȱtheȱbestǯȱ Aȱmanȱ
withȱaȱgreatȱsenseȱofȱhumorǰȱaȱprofesȬ
sionalȱinȱeveryȱrespectȱandȱanȱoutȬ
standingȱsupporterȱofȱourȱassociationǯȱ
AsȱaȱyoungȱcaptainȱatȱWright-
PattersonǰȱtoȱSanȱAntonioǰȱAndrewsȱ
andȱtheȱPentagonǰȱDaveȱwasȱalwaysȱ
thereȱtoȱadviseǰȱcounselȱandȱmostȱimȬ
portantlyǰȱbeȱaȱfriendǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JoeȱP�rka 

WhenȱIȱwasȱputtingȱtogetherȱDave’sȱ
HallȱofȱFameȱpageȱforȱtheȱAFPAAȱ
websiteǰȱIȱreallyȱenjoyedȱtwoȱitemsȱhisȱ
pageȱlinksȱtoǯȱOneȱwasȱtheȱtextȱofȱhisȱ
remarksȱwhenȱheȱacceptedȱtheȱLaurenȱ
DǯȱLymanȱawardȱfromȱAerospaceȱInȬ
dustriesȱAssociationǯȱThereȱareȱsomeȱ
greatȱlessonsȱlearnedȱforȱPAsȱinȱthoseȱ
remarksǯȱTheȱotherǰȱmyȱfavoriteǰȱwasȱ
theȱbriefȱstoryȱheȱwroteȱforȱtheȱWashȬ
ingtonȱPost’sȱ“LifeȱIsȱShort” columnǯȱ
IȱstillȱbreakȱoutȱlaughingȱeveryȱtimeȱIȱ
thinkȱofȱitǯȱIȱstronglyȱrecommendȱreadȬ
ingȱbothȱofȱthoseȱitemsǯȱTheȱlinksȱtoȱ
themǰȱhighlightedȱinȱblueǰȱareȱcloseȱtoȱ
theȱlastȱparagraphȱofȱhisȱHallȱofȱFameȱ
pageǰȱwhichȱyouȱcanȱgetȱtoȱhereǱȱ
httpsǱȦȦafpaaaǯorgȦhof-inducteesȦhof-
inductee-sheaǯhtmlǯ 
ȱȱȱWhatȱaȱtremendousȱtalentȱandȱcreditȱ
toȱtheȱcareerȱfieldǯȱHeȱwillȱbeȱsorelyȱ
missedǯ  
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JimȱMcG�ire 

 

DawnȱandȱIȱareȱwereȱstunnedȱtoȱlearnȱ
aboutȱtheȱdeathȱofȱDaveȱSheaǯȱDaveȱ
wasȱaȱmentorȱandȱfriendȱforȱmoreȱthanȱ
halfȱmyȱcareerǯȱIȱworkedȱforȱhimȱtwiceǰȱ
firstȱatȱAirȱTrainingȱCommandȱHeadȬ
quartersȱatȱRandolphȱandȱagainȱatȱAirȱ
ForceȱSystemsȱCommandȱHeadquarȬ
tersȱatȱAndrewsǯȱIȱoweȱhimȱaȱlotǯȱ 
ȱȱȱOverȱtheȱyearsȱweȱmaintainedȱaȱcloseȱ
relationshipȱwithȱhimǰȱhisȱwifeǰȱMaryǰȱ
andȱtheirȱthreeȱbeautifulȱdaughtersǯȱIȱ

actuallyȱconvincedȱhimǰȱtheȱboyȱfromȱ
NewȱYorkȱCityǰȱandȱhisȱfamilyȱtoȱgoȱ
onȱaȱtentȱcampingȱtripȱwithȱourȱfamiȬ
lyȱinȱTexasǯȱItȱtookȱawhileȱforȱhimȱtoȱ
forgiveȱmeǰȱbutȱheȱeventuallyȱdidǯȱ 
ȱȱȱIȱalwaysȱfeltȱthatȱheȱwasȱwell-
preparedȱtoȱbeȱaȱPAOȱbecauseȱwhenȱ
heȱplayedȱhockeyǰȱheȱwasȱtheȱgoalieǰȱ
andȱwhenȱheȱplayedȱbaseballǰȱheȱwasȱ
theȱcatcherǯȱHeȱwasȱusedȱtoȱhavingȱ
hardȱobjectsȱaimedȱatȱhisȱheadǰȱsoȱheȱ
wasȱreadyȱtoȱstandȱupȱtoȱtheȱbomȬ
bardmentȱfromȱtheȱmediaǯȱȱ 
ȱȱȱEvenȱafterȱheȱretiredǰȱheȱwasȱtheȱgo-
toȱguyȱonȱsomeȱsubjectsǯȱHeȱwasȱtheȱ
PAOȱwhoȱdealtȱwithȱtheȱmediaȱwhenȱ
ProjectȱBlueȱBookȱclosedȱdownǰȱandȱ
evenȱinȱretirementȱheȱwasȱoccasionalȬ
lyȱcalledȱonȱtoȱspeakȱonȱUFOsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱWeȱhaveȱlostȱaȱgreatȱoneǯȱRestȱinȱ
peaceǰȱdearȱfriendǯ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ SamȱGiammo 

 

Sorryȱtoȱseeȱhimȱgoȱbutȱgladȱhe’sȱoutȱ
ofȱpainǯȱWe’llȱsureȱmissȱhisȱgrammarȱ
postsȱonȱFacebookǯȱThoughtsȱandȱ
prayersȱtoȱtheȱSheaȱfamilyǯ ȱ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ CarlaȱS¢l�e��er 

 

IȱworkedȱforȱColǯȱSheaȱatȱAirȱForceȱ
SystemsȱCommandȱheadquartersǰȱ
AndrewsȱAFBǰȱMdǯǰȱfromȱ1ş87-1şş0ȱ
asȱaȱyoungȱpublicȱaffairsȱspecialistǯȱ
HeȱwasȱtheȱdirectorǯȱIȱreallyȱrespectedȱ
himȱasȱheȱwasȱaȱgreatȱleaderǰȱbutȱheȱ
ledȱwithȱaȱsenseȱofȱhumorȱandȱclassǯȱ
HisȱenormousȱPanchoȱVillaȱpaintingȱ
behindȱhisȱofficeȱdeskȱalwaysȱputȱaȱ
smileȱonȱmyȱfaceǯȱSoȱsorryȱtoȱhearȱofȱ
hisȱpassingǯȱ 

                         ȯ MarkȱThomp�on 

 

DaveȱSheaȱwasǰȱandȱalwaysȱwillȱbeǰȱ

anȱiconȱofȱprofessionalismȱinȱtheȱworldȱ
ofȱmilitaryȱandȱindustryȱcommunicaȬ
tionǯ Hisȱcommandȱofȱtheȱwrittenȱwordȱ
combinedȱwithȱhisȱintegrityǰȱfineȱsenseȱ
ofȱhumorȱandȱhumbleȱnatureȱwasȱaȱ
trueȱbeaconȱforȱanyoneȱwhoȱknewȱ
Daveǯ  
ȱȱȱSoȱmanyȱtimesȱDaveȱgrabbedȱtheȱ
stickǰȱsuccessfullyȱlandedȱwhateverȱ
crisisȱheȱwasȱworkingȱandȱmadeȱitȱlookȱ
easyǯ HeȱenjoyedȱtheȱrespectȱandȱcrediȬ
bilityȱofȱtheȱnationalȱmediaȱandȱeveryȱ
colleagueȱheȱworkedȱwithȱinȱwaysȱweȱ
allȱenviedǯȱHeȱliterallyȱwroteȱtheȱbookȱ
onȱhowȱtoȱdoȱitȱrightǯ  
ȱȱȱAlongȱtheȱwayȱheȱmadeȱusȱallȱproudȱ
toȱcallȱhimȱourȱfriendȱandȱourȱeditorǰȱ
forȱheȱwasȱtheȱveryȱbestǯ Heȱisȱeditingȱ
thisȱmessageȱrightȱnowȱI’mȱsureǯ 
ȱȱȱRestȱwithȱGodȱDaveǯ  

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ MikeȱMcRane¢ 

A ssociationȱlifeȱmemȬ
berȱTedȱGǯȱTilmaǰȱ
passedȱawayȱJulyȱ1şǰȱ
2023ǰȱinȱSanȱAntonioǰȱ

TexasǯȱHeȱservedȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
forȱ30ȱyearsǰȱretiringȱinȱ1şşŝǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱbornȱAprilȱ4ǰȱ1ş44ǰȱinȱ
WichitaǰȱKanǯȱHeȱearnedȱaȱBacheȬ
lorȱofȱArtsȱdegreeȱinȱJournalismȱ

https://afpaaa.org/hof-inductees/hof-inductee-shea.html
https://afpaaa.org/hof-inductees/hof-inductee-shea.html
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fromȱWichitaȱStateȱUniversityȱandȱ
aȱmasterȇsȱdegreeȱinȱpersonnelȱ
managementȱfromȱCentralȱMichiȬ
ganȱUniversityǯȱHeȱwasȱaȱgraduateȱ
ofȱSquadronȱOfficerȱSchoolǰȱAirȱ
CommandȱandȱStaffȱCollegeȱandȱȱ
AirȱWarȱCollegeǯȱ 
ȱȱȱTilmaȱwasȱcommissionedȱ
throughȱtheȱAirȱForceȱReserveȱ
OfficerȱTrainingȱCorpsȱinȱ1şŜŝǯȱHisȱ
firstȱassignmentȱwasȱtoȱtheȱ35Ŝ0thȱ
FlyingȱTrainingȱWingǰȱRandolphȱ
AFBǰȱTexasǰȱasȱaȱwingȱinformationȱ
officerǯȱHeȱlaterȱservedȱasȱChiefȱofȱ
Informationǯȱ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŝ0ǰȱTilmaȱwasȱChiefȱofȱInȬ
formationȱforȱtheȱŝŞthȱFlyingȱ
TrainingȱWingǰȱWebbȱAFBǰȱTexasȱ
andȱthenȱassignedȱtoȱKeeslerȱTechȬ
nicalȱTrainingȱCenterǰȱKeeslerȱ
AFBǰȱMissǯǰȱasȱChiefȱofȱInforȬ
mationȱwithȱadditionalȱdutiesȱasȱ
aide-de-campȱtoȱtheȱCenterȱComȬ
manderǯ 
ȱȱInȱ1şŝ2ǰȱTilmaȱwasȱtransferredȱtoȱ
LacklandȱAFBǰȱTexasǰȱwhereȱheȱ
servedȱsuccessivelyȱasȱanȱOfficerȱ
TrainingȱSchoolȱflightȱcommanderǲȱ
chiefǰȱschedulingȱdivisionǲȱwingȱ
protocolȦspecialȱprojectsȱofficerȱ
andȱwingȱexecutiveȱofficerǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱreassignedȱtoȱSheppardȱ
AFBǰȱTexasǰȱinȱ1şŝ5ȱasȱDirectorȱofȱ
InformationǯȱHeȱwasȱassignedȱtoȱ
Koreaȱinȱ1şŝŝȱasȱChiefȱofȱInforȬ
mationȱandȱwingȱexecutiveȱofficerȱ
forȱtheȱ51stȱTacticalȱFighterȱWingȱȱ
atȱOsanȱAirȱBaseǯ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱreturningȱtoȱtheȱUnitedȱ
Statesȱinȱ1şŝŞǰȱColǯȱTilmaȱwasȱapȬ
pointedȱtoȱtheȱSecretaryȱofȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱOfficeȱofȱPublicȱAffairsǰȱ
WashingtonǰȱDǯCǯȱHeȱservedȱasȱ
DeputyȱChiefǰȱSpecialȱBranchǰȱ
CommunityȱRelationsȱDivisionȱ
untilȱ1şŞ0ǰȱwhenȱheȱbecameȱDepuȬ
tyȱChiefǰȱSupportȱForcesȱBranchǰȱ

MediaȱRelationsȱDivisionǯ 
ȱȱInȱ1şŞ1ǰȱheȱreturnedȱtoȱRanȬ
dolphȱAFBǰȱTexasǰȱtoȱHeadquarȬ
tersȱMilitaryȱPersonnelȱCenterȱasȱ
ChiefǰȱPublicȱAffairsȱCareerȱ
ManagementǰȱandȱChiefǰȱManȬ
agementȱOfficerȱAssignmentȱ
SectionǰȱSupportȱOfficerȱAssignȬ
mentsǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŞ5ǰȱTilmaȱbecameȱDirectorȱ
ofȱPublicȱAffairsȱforȱtheȱAlaskanȱ
AirȱCommandǰȱElmendorfȱAFBǰȱ
Alaskaǰȱwithȱadditionalȱdutiesȱasȱ
DirectorȱofȱPublicȱAffairsǰȱAlasȬ
kanȱRegionǰȱNorthȱAmericanȱ
DefenseȱCommandǯȱ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŞŞǰȱTilmaȱwasȱpromotedȱ
toȱcolonelȱandȱbecameȱComȬ
manderȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱBroadȬ
castingȱServiceȱatȱKellyȱAFBǰȱ
TexasǯȱInȱ1şş1ǰȱheȱbecameȱViceȱ
CommanderȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
NewsȱAgencyǯȱȱȱ 
ȱȱȱTilmaȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱlovingȱ
wifeȱȈTeeȈȱMcAllisterȱTilmaǲȱsonȱ
ToddȱTilmaǲȱsisters-in-lawȱAnȬ
netteȱSlaterȱandȱMelodyȱPattonȱ
ǻMarkǼǲȱstepsonȱPhillipȱMcAllisȬ
terȱandȱnieceȱAdonaȱLoweryȱ
ǻMarkǼȱandȱnephewȱConorȱLowȬ
eryǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHisȱmemorialȱserviceȱwasȱheldȱ
atȱFtǯȱSamȱHoustonȱNationalȱ
CemeteryǰȱAugǯȱşǯȱȱ 
 
TedȱTilmaȱwasȱaȱmagnificentȱmenȬ
torȱandȱphenomenalȱfriendǯȱIȱfeelȱsoȱ
fortunateȱtoȱhaveȱhadȱaȱfront-rowȱ
seatȱasȱTedȱskillfullyȱledȱAFNEWSǯȱ
MyȱwifeǰȱShelleyǰȱandȱIȱalsoȱwillȱbeȱ
eternallyȱgratefulȱtoȱtheȱTilmaȱfamiȬ
lyȱforȱwarmlyȱwelcomingȱourȱtwoȱ
adoptedȱdaughtersȱfromȱChinaȱ
whenȱtheyȱwereȱtoddlersǯȱ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȮ BobȱMcC�llo�gh 

 

Tedȱwasȱtheȱchiefȱofȱpublicȱaffairsȱ
officerȱassignmentsȱatȱMPCȱwhenȱIȱ
wasȱofficiallyȱgroundedȱfromȱflyingȱinȱ
1ş82ǯȱWithȱtheȱhelpȱofȱArtȱForsterǰȱ
MikeȱMcRaneyǰȱandȯprincipallyȯ
TedȱTilmaǰȱIȱwasȱableȱtoȱtransitionȱ
intoȱtheȱPublicȱAffairsȱcareerȱfieldǯȱHeȱ
assistedȱmeȱinȱgettingȱmyȱAFITȱasȬ
signmentȱtoȱSyracuseȱUniversityȱtoȱ
getȱmyȱmastersȱdegreeȱinȱradioǰȱteleviȬ
sionǰȱandȱfilmǯȱIȱlaterȱhadȱtheȱpleasureȱ
ofȱworkingȱforȱTedȱasȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
BroadcastingȱServiceȱliaisonȱofficerȱinȱ
theȱHeadquartersǰȱAmericanȱForcesȱ
InformationȱServiceȱduringȱhisȱtenureȱ
asȱtheȱAFBSȱcommanderǯȱHeȱwasȱaȱ
greatȱguyȱtoȱworkȱforȱandȱaȱgreatȱ
mentorǯȱ 

                                       ȯ DickȱCole 

 

Tedȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱmanyȱall-starsȱwhoȱ
servedȱinȱSAFȦPA’sȱSupportȱForcesȱ
Branchȱinȱtheȱlateȱ70’sȱandȱearlyȱ80’sǯȱ
Inȱhisȱlongȱandȱdistinguishedȱcareerǰȱ
Tedȱwasȱ“aȱmanȱforȱallȱseasons” beȬ
causeȱheȱhadȱtheȱgiftȱofȱcommuniȬ
catingȱwithȱaȱvarietyȱofȱaudiencesȱatȱ
theirȱlevelȱofȱunderstandingǰȱbeȱtheyȱ
reportersǰȱfarmersǰȱeducatorsȱorȱcivicȱ
leadersǯȱTedȱexcelledȱasȱPentagonȱ
spokespersonȱforȱAirȱForceȱpersonnelȱ
issuesȱandȱlaterȱmanagedȱpublicȱ
affairsȱassignmentsȱatȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
PersonnelȱCenterǯȱHeȱwasȱresponsibleȱ
forȱshapingȱtheȱcareersȱofȱmanyȱpublicȱ
affairsȱofficersǰȱciviliansȱandȱenlistedȱ
personnelǯȱAfterȱretiringǰȱTedȱledȱsevȬ
eralȱvolunteerȱcommunityȱorganizaȬ
tionsȱinȱSanȱAntonioȱȮ heȱlivedȱtheȱ
AirȱForceȱmantraȱofȱ“serviceȱbeforeȱ
selfǯ” Tedȱ-you’reȱgoneȱbutȱnotȱforȬ
gottenǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Ar�ȱFor��erȱ 
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A ssociationȱboardȱofȱdirectorsȱmemberȱ
DougȱKennettȱpeaceȬ
fullyȱpassedȱawayȱatȱ

homeȱinȱAlexandriaǰȱVaǯǰȱonȱȱOctǯȱ
25ǯ 
ȱȱȱKennettȱwasȱbornȱOctoberȱ30ǰȱ
1ş45ǰȱinȱTorontoǰȱOntarioǰȱCanaȬ
daǯȱHeȱmovedȱtoȱNewȱJerseyȱasȱaȱ
childȱandȱbecameȱaȱUǯSǯȱcitizenȱinȱ
orderȱtoȱjoinȱtheȱAirȱForceǯ 
ȱȱȱDougȱearnedȱaȱBǯAǯȱfromȱRutȬ
gersȱUniversityȱinȱJournalismȦ
AdvertisingȱandȱanȱMǯAǯȱfromȱ
BallȱStateȱUniversityȱinȱCounselȬ
ingǯȱHeȱhadȱoverȱfourȱdecadesȱofȱ
publicȱrelationsȱmanagementȱ
leadershipȱinȱbothȱtheȱmilitaryȱ

andȱprivateȱindustryǰȱspecializȬ
ingȱinȱmediaȱrelationsǰȱcrisisȱ
communicationsǰȱexecutiveȱlevelȱ
strategicȱplanningȱandȱemployeeȱ
communicationsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱForȱ30ȱyearsȱheȱservedȱasȱanȱ
AirȱForceȱpublicȱaffairsȱofficerǯ  
ȱȱȱHeȱheadedȱPublicȱAffairsȱatȱ 
basesȱinȱTexasǰȱKoreaǰȱandȱEngȬ
landǰȱandȱthenȱservedȱasȱPublicȱ
AffairsȱDeputyȱforȱtheȱUnitedȱ
StatesȱAirȱForceȱSecurityȱServiceȱ
inȱWashingtonǰȱDCǯȱLaterǰȱheȱ
joinedȱtheȱSecretaryȱofȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱPublicȱAffairsȱPressȱDeskǰȱ
handlingȱhighlyȱcontroversialȱ
policyȱissuesǯȱHeȱthenȱbecameȱ
ChiefȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱPressȱDeskȱ
inȱtheȱDepartmentȱofȱDefenseǯȱ
Hisȱfurtherȱassignmentsȱincludedȱ
DirectorȱofȱPublicȱAffairsȱforȱtheȱ
3rdȱAirȱForceȱandȱAirȱForceȱSysȬ
temsȱCommandǰȱDirectorȱofȱAirȱ
ForceȱMediaȱRelationsȱandȱDirecȬ
torȱofȱPressȱOperationsȱforȱtheȱ
DepartmentȱofȱDefenseǯ  
ȱȱȱAfterȱretiringȱfromȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceǰȱDougȱspentȱ14ȱyearsȱatȱ
Boeingȱasȱaȱnationalȱsecurityȱ
spokesmanǯȱForȱseveralȱyearsȱheȱ
servedȱasȱViceȱPresidentȱofȱComȬ
municationsȱforȱtheirȱaircraftȱandȱ
missilesȱdivisionsǰȱleadingȱaȱstaffȱ
ofȱ1Ŝ0ȱpersonsȱwithȱaȱbudgetȱofȱ
Ǟ20ȱmillionǯȱ 
ȱȱȱInȱ2011ȱheȱwasȱhonoredȱbyȱtheȱ
AerospaceȱIndustriesȱAssociationȱ
withȱtheȱLymanȱAwardȱforȱlifeȬ
timeȱachievementȱinȱaerospaceȱ
communicationsȱandȱjournalismǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱDougȱservedȱ2Şȱyearsȱonȱhisȱ
condominiumȱboardȱofȱdirectorsȱ
whereȱheȱlivedǲ ȱ23ȱofȱthoseȱyearsȱ
asȱpresidentȱorȱviceȱpresidentǯȱ
Heȱalsoȱsupportedȱandȱservedȱonȱ
theȱBoardȱofȱDirectorsȱforȱUnitedȱ
Communityǰ ȱaȱnonprofitȱ

organizationȱhelpingȱfamiliesȱinȱ
needȱinȱFairfaxȱCountyǰȱVaǯȱForȱ
Dougǰȱvolunteeringȱwasȱneverȱaȱ
discretionaryȱactivityǰȱitȱwasȱaȱ
componentȱofȱhisȱcharacterǯ  
ȱȱȱInȱhisȱretirementǰȱDougȱenjoyedȱ
travelingȱwithȱfriendsȱandȱfamilyǰȱ
RutgersȱfootballǰȱtriviaǰȱentertainȬ
ingȱandȱkeepingȱupȱwithȱtheȱnewsǯ 
ȱȱȱDougȱwasȱaȱlovingȱhusbandȱtoȱ
EileenǰȱstepdadȱtoȱJohnȱJamesonȱ
ǻLucyǼȱandȱȃGranDougȄȱtoȱgrandȬ
daughtersǰȱAnnaȱandȱEllyǯȱHeȱisȱ
alsoȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱsisterȱMarjorieȱ
ArmstrongǰȱnieceȱNancyȱandȱ
extendedȱfamilyȱmembersȱlivingȱinȱ
theȱUǯSǯȱandȱCanadaǯ 
 
AȱveryȱyoungȱCaptǯȱKennettȱcameȱandȱ
inspectedȱmyȱofficeȱinȱTaiwanȱmanyȱ
yearsȱagoǯȱTheȱinspectionȱdidnȇtȱtakeȱ
longǰȱbutȱheȱspentȱmanyȱhoursȱdownȬ
townȱTaipeiȱmentoringȱmeǷ ȱWhatȱaȱ
funȱguyǷȱHeȇllȱbeȱmissedǯ  

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ MikeȱCo¡ 

 

Dougȱwasȱclearlyȱoneȱofȱtheȱbestȱ
amongȱourȱprofessionǯ Iȱworkedȱwithȱ
himȱoftenȱwhenȱheȱwasȱatȱSystemsȱ
CommandǯȱSorryȱtoȱseeȱanotherȱofȱourȱ
cadreȱpassȱawayǯ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JoeȱP�rka 

 

VeryȱsadǯȱNotȱonlyȱhaveȱweȱlostȱaȱtruȬ
lyȱconsummateȱPublicȱAffairsȱprofesȬ
sionalȱbutȱaȱreallyȱgreatȱhumanȱbeingȱ
itȱwasȱaȱprivilegeȱtoȱhaveȱknownǯȱ  

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnȱTerino 

 

JanetȱandȱIȱdeeplyȱmournȱtheȱlossȱofȱ
ourȱlong-timeȱfriendǰȱDougȱKennettǯȱ
Heȱwasȱtrulyȱone-of-a-kindȱandȱwillȱbeȱ
missedȱbyȱmanyǯȱBrightǰȱmeticulousȱ

TedȱTilmaȱtouchedȱtheȱlivesȱandȱcaȬ
reersȱofȱeveryoneȱinȱmyȱeraǯȱHeȱwasȱaȱ
straightȱshooterȱwhoȱreallyȱknewȱwhatȱ
wasȱbestȱforȱourȱcareerȱfieldǯȱHeȱputȱ
hisȱheartȱandȱsoulȱinȱeachȱandȱeveryȱ
assignmentȱdecisionǯȱWhenȱTedȱtoldȱ
youȱsomethingǰȱyouȱneededȱtoȱlistenǯȱ
Iȇmȱproudȱtoȱhaveȱservedȱwithȱhimȱ
andȱtoȱhaveȱknownȱhimǯ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ  ȱȯB�dȱRo�� 
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andȱfunnyǰȱDougȱhadȱaȱwayȱwithȱ
wordsȱthatȱunderscoredȱhisȱreputaȬ
tionȱasȱoneȱofȱtheȱAirȱForce’sȱbestȱ
publicȱaffairsȱofficersǯȱHeȱhadȱtheȱ
uniqueȱabilityȱtoȱtranslateȱhighlyȱ
complexȱtermsȱintoȱlanguageȱtheȱavȬ
erageȱpersonȱcouldȱunderstandǯȱAsȱ
anȱactionȱofficerȱinȱSAFȦPA’sȱSupȬ
portȱForcesȱBranchǰȱDougȱearnedȱtheȱ
nicknameǰȱ“CINCSMUT” becauseȱheȱ
wasȱtheȱspokesmanȱforȱcontroversialȱ
issuesȱsuchȱasȱhomosexualȱpolicyǰȱ
generalȱofficerȱmisconductȱandȱdrugȱ
abuseȱcasesǯȱDougȱlovedȱpeopleȱandȱ
likedȱtoȱhaveȱaȱgoodȱtimeǯȱHisȱcaringǰȱ
compassionȱandȱconcernȱforȱothersȱ
madeȱusȱallȱbetterǯȱSirȱDouglasȱ-ȱ
you’llȱalwaysȱbeȱinȱourȱheartsǷ 

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Ar�ȱFor��er 

 

Iȱneverȱhadȱtheȱprivilegeȱofȱworkingȱ
withȱDougȱonȱactiveȱdutyǰȱbutȱIȱsaȬ
luteȱhisȱlegacyȱofȱserviceȱtoȱourȱcounȬ
tryȱandȱdedicationȱtoȱourȱAirmenǯȱ  

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnȱDorrian 

 

AsȱaȱPAȱcoupleǰȱCarlaȱandȱIȱwereȱ
fortunateȱtoȱhaveȱDougȱinȱourȱlivesȱ
inȱaȱnumberȱofȱdifferentȱwaysǯȱCarlaȱ
wasȱoneȱofȱtheȱ“KennettȱGirls” whenȱ
sheȱwasȱassignedȱtoȱAFȱSystemsȱ
CommandȱatȱAndrewsǯȱLaterǰȱDougȱ
wasȱmyȱbossȱatȱSAFȦPAǯȱStillȱlaterǰȱ

DougȱwasȱmyȱclientȱwhenȱIȱwasȱaȱ
stockbrokerȱatȱMorganȱStanleyȱinȱ
Alexandriaǯȱ 
ȱȱȱWeȱlaughȱaȱlotȱaboutȱtheȱmanyȱ
“KennettȱGirls” storiesȱ-ȱifȱyouȱ
haven’tȱseenȱtheȱvideoȱevidenceȱonȱ
FacebookǰȱmakeȱsureȱyouȱdoǯȱButȱ
thereȱwasȱalsoȱaȱmoreȱseriousȱsideȱtoȱ
theȱ“KennettȱGirlsǯ” Youȱwouldȱbeȱ
hardȱpressedȱtoȱfindȱanyoneȱwhoȱdidȱ
moreȱtoȱpromoteȱtheȱroleȱandȱadȬ
vancementȱofȱwomenȱinȱtheȱmiliȬ
taryȱthanȱDougȱKennettǯȱThereȱareȱ
soȱmanyȱpeopleȱ-ȱbothȱfemaleȱandȱ
maleȱ-ȱwhoȱbenefitedȱfromȱtheȱveryȱȱ
uniqueȱbrandȱofȱleadershipȱandȱ
mentorshipȱthatȱmadeȱDougȱspecialǯ 
ȱȱȱWe’llȱallȱmissȱthatȱleadershipȱandȱ
mentorshipǰȱbutǰȱforȱmeǰȱwhatȱI’llȱ
missȱtheȱmostȱisȱDoug’sȱfriendshipǯȱ
Heȱwasȱdefinitelyȱoneȱofȱtheȱgoodȱ
guysǯȱTheȱworldȱisȱaȱbetterȱplaceȱ
becauseȱofȱhimǯȱȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JimȱMcG�ire 
 
DougȱKennettȱwasȱoneȱofȱmyȱfirstȱ
andȱbestȱbossesȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceǯȱAtȱ
HQȱAirȱForceȱSystemsȱCommandȱ
inȱtheȱearlyȱ1şş0sǰȱheȱledȱaȱPAȱ
officeȱthatȱwasȱheavilyȱfemaleǰȱevenȱ
byȱtoday’sȱstandardsǯȱIȱwasȱluckyȱtoȱ
beȱoneȱofȱ“Kennett’sȱgirlsǰ” andȱIȱ
learnedȱsoȱmuchȱunderȱhisȱleaderȬ
shipǯȱWeȱworkedȱhardȱbutȱalsoȱ
playedȱhardǰȱasȱevidencedȱbyȱtheȱ
coupleȱofȱvideosȱthatȱliveȱonȱinȱtheȱ
AFPAAȱFacebookȱgroupǯȱ 

ȱȱȱIȱtraveledȱwithȱColǯȱKennettȱonȱaȱfewȱ
TDYsǯȱHeȱwasȱalwaysȱstepsȱaheadȱofȱ
meǰȱbothȱliterallyȱandȱfigurativelyǯȱIȱ
likeȱtoȱwalkȱfastǰȱandȱsoȱdidȱheǯȱToȱtheȱ
extentȱthatȱI’veȱeverȱlearnedȱtoȱthinkȱ
aheadȱaȱlittleǰȱIȱlearnedȱitȱfromȱhimǯȱ
We’dȱbeȱwalkingȱthroughȱtheȱairportǰȱ
butȱheȱwasȱalreadyȱtalkingȱaboutȱ
whereȱwe’dȱpickȱupȱourȱcheckedȱbagsǰȱ
whereȱwe’dȱpickȱupȱtheȱrentalȱcarǰȱandȱ
whatȱweȱwouldȱaccomplishȱonȱtheȱtripǯȱ
Heȱwasȱwarmȱandȱfunnyǰȱandȱinspiredȱ
meȱtoȱbeȱmyȱbestȱasȱanȱofficerȱandȱaȱ
personǯȱ 
ȱȱȱI’mȱheartbrokenȱthatȱwe’veȱlostȱ
DougȱsoȱsoonǯȱHisȱsmilingȱfaceȱwasȱ
alwaysȱaȱhighlightȱofȱourȱAFPAAȱ
boardȱmeetingsǯȱOurȱheartsȱgoȱoutȱtoȱ
Eileenȱandȱhisȱfamilyǲȱheȱwillȱbeȱ 
dearlyȱmissedǯȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ CarlaȱS¢l�e��er 
 
DougȱKennettȱwasȱaȱleaderȱinȱMediaȱ
RelationsȱandȱCrisisȱCommunicationȱ
hisȱentireȱcareerǯȱȱDougȱandȱIȱwereȱinȱ
theȱsameȱDINFOSȱclassȱinȱJanuary-
Februaryȱ1ş68ȱatȱFtǯȱBenjaminȱHarriȬ
sonȱandȱweȱhaveȱbeenȱfriendsȱeverȱ
sinceǯȱOurȱcareersȱfollowedȱaȱsimilarȱ
pathǯȱHeȱproceededȱmeȱatȱ3rdȱAirȱ
ForceȱatȱRAFȱMildenhallȱandȱweȱbothȱ
endedȱupȱasȱdivisionȱchiefsȱatȱSAFȦPAȱ
atȱtheȱsameȱtimeǯȱȱHeȱhadȱtheȱperfectȱ
balanceȱofȱprofessionalismȱandȱaȱgreatȱ
senseȱofȱhumorǯȱTheȱPAȱcareerȱfieldȱ 
wasȱaȱbetterȱplaceȱbecauseȱofȱhimǯȱȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ SamȱGiammo 

http://www.AFPAAA.org
http://www.AFPAAA.org
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DouglasȱJǯȱKennettȱwasȱaȱfriendȱofȱ
mineȱandȱIȱwillȱmissȱhimȱdeeplyǯȱIȱ
firstȱmetȱDougȱinȱ1ş7şȱandȱweȱkeptȱ
upȱwithȱeachȱotherȱforȱtheseȱmanyȱ
yearsǯȱIȱneverȱworkedȱdirectlyȱwithȱ
DougȱbutȱgotȱtoȱknowȱhimȱasȱaȱposiȬ
tiveǰȱprofessionalȱpublicȱaffairsȱofficerǯȱ
Heȱwasȱabsolutelyȱoneȱofȱtheȱbestȱandȱ
hisȱcareerȱaccomplishmentsȱreflectȱthatȱ
positionǯȱIȱbelieveȱhisȱleadershipȱpoliȬ
ciesȱandȱpracticesȱareȱcontinuingȱonȱ
evenȱtoȱthisȱdayǯȱIȱprayȱhisȱfamilyȱ
findsȱpeaceȱandȱcomfortȱinȱknowingȱsoȱ
manyȱpeopleȱcareȱforȱthemǯȱGodspeedȱ
myȱfriendȱandȱblessingsȱonȱyouȱforȱ
alwaysȱaimingȱhighǯȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯJimȱRagan 
 
IȱalwaysȱthoughtȱofȱDougȱasȱ�heȱconȬ
summateȱPAǯȱOurȱallȱtooȱinfrequentȱ
steakȱdinnersȱatȱMorton’sȱwithȱCharȬ
leyȱPowersȱwereȱmemorableȱhighlightsȱ
ofȱmyȱPAȱlifeǯȱIȱmissȱthemȱbothǷ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnȱG�ra 
 
AȱgoodȱmanǷȱIȱworkedȱwithȱDougȱatȱ
Boeingȱandȱwhileȱonȱactiveȱdutyǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnnieȱBenȱK�mp 
 
Oneȱofȱmyȱdisappointmentsȱinȱlifeȱwasȱ
theȱtimingȱneverȱworkedȱoutȱforȱmeȱtoȱ
getȱaȱchanceȱtoȱworkȱforȱDougȱKenȬ
nettǯȱBrilliantǰȱprofessionalǰȱknowlȬ
edgeableǰȱkindȱ--ȱandȱfunnyǰȱtoȱbootǯȱ
HeȱwasȱaȱlegendǷȱȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ LindaȱGarliĵȱLeong 
 
 

D onaldȱLǯȱGillelandǰȱŞŝǰȱpassedȱonȱSepȬ
temberȱ14ǰȱ2023ǯ 
ȱȱȱGillelandȱwasȱ

bornȱinȱAltonǰȱIllǯǰȱinȱ1ş35ȱtoȱ
JosephineȱandȱOrvalȱGillelandǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱmarriedȱforȱŜ0ȱyearsȱ
toȱtheȱformerȱPeggyȱChaffeeǰȱofȱ
WorcesterǰȱMassǯǰȱwhomȱheȱmetȱ
atȱSouthernȱIllinoisȱUniversityȱ
inȱ1ş5ŜǯȱPeggyȱwasȱtheȱloveȱofȱ
hisȱlifeǷ 
ȱȱȱGillelandȱearnedȱaȱBǯSǯȱdegreeȱ
inȱcommunicationsȱfromȱSouthȬ
ernȱIllinoisȱUniversityȱandȱaȱ
MAȱdegreeȱinȱpublicȱrelationsȱ
fromȱBostonȱUniversityǯ 
ȱȱȱGillelandȱservedȱ30ȱyearsȱinȱ
theȱmilitaryȯeightȱyearsȱenlistȬ
edȱinȱtheȱNavyȱandȱ22ȱyearsȱ

commissionedȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceǯ 
HeȱservedȱwithȱtheȱJointȱCasualtyȱ
ResolutionȱCenterȱthroughoutȱ
SouthȱVietnamȱandȱreceivedȱtheȱ
LegionȱofȱMeritǰȱDefenseȱMeritoriȬ
ousȱServiceȱMedalǰȱJointȱServiceȱ
CommendationȱMedalȱwithȱoneȱ
oakȱleafȱclusterǰȱAirȱForceȱComȬ
mendationȱMedalǰȱandȱHumaniȬ
tarianȱServiceȱMedalǯȱHeȱretiredȱ
fromȱtheȱAirȱForceȱinȱ1şŞ4ǯȱ 
ȱȱȱUntilȱ1şŞŝǰȱDonaldȱworkedȱforȱ
theȱLTVȱAerospaceȱandȱDefenseȱ
CompanyǰȱFromȱ1şŞŝȱtoȱ1şş4ȱheȱ
workedȱforȱGeneralȱDynamicsȱ
Corporationǯ 
ȱȱȱGillelandȱhasȱsixȱpublishedȱ
booksȱincludingȱAmericaǱȱAȱCulȬ
turalȱEnigmaǰȱAmericaǱȱWhereȱGreatȱ
ThingsȱHappenǰȱAmericaǱȱAnȱExcepȬ
tionalȱNationǰȱAmericaǱȱAȱConflictedȱ
NationǰȱStarsǰȱStripesȱandȱCorporateȱ
LogosȱandȱWatchingȱMyȱWifeȱDie-Aȱ
ChristianȱPerspectiveȱonȱGrievingǯȱ 
ȱȱȱDonaldȱwasȱaȱcontributorȱtoȱ
FloridaȱTodayǰȱTCȱPalmǰȱandȱVeroȇsȱ
VoiceȱpublicationsǯȱHeȱpublishedȱ
moreȱthanȱŜ00ȱarticlesȱinȱaȱvarietyȱ
ofȱmagazinesȱandȱnewspapersǯ 
ȱȱȱGillelandȱlivedȱinȱSuntreeǰȱFlaǯǰȱ
fromȱ1şş4ȱuntilȱhisȱdeathǯȱHeȱwasȱ
aȱdevoutȱChristianȱwhoȱenjoyedȱ
servingȱasȱanȱusherȱatȱtheȱCalvaryȱ
ChapelȱMelbourneȦVieraȱchurchǰȱ
huggingȱhundredsȱofȱpeopleȱeveȬ
ryȱweekǯȱ 



ȱȱȱDonaldȱwasȱpredeceasedȱbyȱhisȱ
wifeȱMargaretȱȈPeggyȈȱGillelandǰȱ
motherȱJosephineȱGillelandǰȱfaȬ
therȱOrvalȱGillelandǰȱandȱsistersȱ
CarolȱSueȱGillelandǰȱMaryȱJoȱ
BockǰȱandȱPatriciaȱBondocǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱcrematedǰȱandȱhisȱashesȱ
resideȱinȱArlingtonȱNationalȱ
Cemeteryȱalongȱwithȱthoseȱofȱhisȱ
wifeǯ 

W eȱknowȱofȱLou’sȱ
passingȱbecauseȱ
ofȱanȱemailȱreȬ
ceivedȱfromȱhisȱ

youngestȱdaughterȱTraceyȱsentȱtoȱ
TomȱShoemakerǯȱ 
ȱȱȱȃDadȱhasȱsadlyȱpassedȱawayȱ
unexpectedlyǯȱWeȱhaveȱnotȱanȬ
nouncedȱhisȱpassingȱbyȱobituaryȱ
orȱonlineȱnoticesȱasȱheȱwasȱaȱvicȬ
timȱofȱfraudȱlastȱyearǯȱWeȱareȱnotȱ
havingȱanyȱservicesȱperȱhisȱwishȬ
esǯȱIȱamȱslowlyȱtryingȱtoȱnotifyȱ
thoseȱwhoȱhaveȱcontinuouslyȱ
keptȱinȱtouchȱwithȱhimǯȱIȱapoloȬ
gizeȱforȱusingȱhisȱemailǰȱbutȱIȱamȱ
goingȱthroughȱoneȱbyȱoneȱtoȱtryȱ
andȱsiftȱthroughȱimportantȱconȬ
tactsȱversus phishingȱattemptsȱ
of whichȱheȱhasȱhadȱthousandsǯȱȃ ;cont’d on next pageͿ 

D ouglasȱLǯȱJacobsenǰȱhusbandǰȱfatherǰȱ
grandpaǰȱgreat-
grandpaǰȱandȱpatriotȱ

passedȱawayȱonȱOctoberȱ1ŝǰȱ2023ȱ
justȱ1ŞȱdaysȱshyȱofȱhisȱŞ1stȱbirthȬ
dayǯȱ 
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ȱȱȱLouȱhadȱaȱdegreeȱinȱPublicȱReȬ
lationsȱfromȱBostonȱUniversityȱ
andȱwasȱcommissionedȱasȱanȱ
AFROTCȱDistinguishedȱMilitaryȱ
GraduateǯȱHeȱspentȱhisȱfirstȱ13ȱ
yearsȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceȱasȱanȱairȱ
trafficȱcontrolȱofficerǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱlateȱentryȱintoȱPublicȱAfȬ
fairsȱcameȱwhenȱheȱearnedȱhisȱ
MAȱinȱcommunicationsȱfromȱtheȱ
UniversityȱofȱOklahomaǯȱAmongȱ
theȱassignmentsȱthatȱfollowedȱ
wereȱŝthȱAirȱForceȱandȱtheȱMiliȬ
taryȱAssistanceȱCommandǰȱViȬ
etnamȱǻMACVǼȱairȱbrieferȱinȱSaiȬ
gonǲȱHeadquartersȱPacificȱAirȱ
ForcesǲȱClarkȱABȱforȱtheȱreturnȱofȱ
theȱPOWsȱfromȱVietnamǲȱandȱDiȬ
rectorȱofȱPublicȱAffairsȱforȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱCommunicationsȱServiceȱ
andȱforȱMilitaryȱAirliftȱComȬ
mand 
ȱȱȱPriorȱtoȱretirementȱinȱHawaiiȱinȱ
1şŞ3ǰȱheȱwasȱDirectorȱofȱPublicȱ
AffairsȱforȱPacificȱCommandȱatȱ
CampȱHǯMǯȱSmithǯȱ 
ȱȱȱItȱdidn’tȱtakeȱlongȱforȱLouȱtoȱ
immerseȱhimselfȱinȱtheȱpublicȱ
relationsȱcommunityȱinȱHawaiiȱ
holdingȱpositionsȱasȱtheȱSpecialȱ
AssistantȱtoȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱ
BishopȱMuseumǰȱDepartmentȱofȱ
EducationȱDirectorȱofȱCommuniȬ
cationsǰȱExecutiveȱDirectorȱofȱtheȱ
CombinedȱFederalȱCampaignǰȱ
PresidentȱofȱInternationalȱPublicȱ
Relationsǰȱandȱteachingȱatȱ
ChaminadeȱandȱHawaiiȱPacificȱ
Universityǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱ200şǰȱtheȱHawaiiȱchapterȱofȱ
theȱPublicȱRelationsȱSocietyȱofȱ
Americaȱbestowedȱitsȱhighestȱ
awardǰȱtheȱHallȱofȱHonorȱAwardǰȱ
onȱTorracaǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱreceivedȱtheȱawardȱforȱhisȱ
tremendousȱcontributionsȱtoȱtheȱ
Hawaiiȱchapterȱoverȱtheȱyearsȱ

andȱhisȱnotableȱcareerȱaccomplishȬ
mentsǯ 
 
Louȱwasȱaȱgreatȱguyȱandȱaȱgoodȱ
friendǯȱIȱgrieveȱatȱhisȱpassingǯȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnȱTerino 
 
LouȱandȱIȱwereȱinȱtheȱShortȱCourseȱ
ǻWinterȱȇ66ǼȱatȱBostonȱUniversityǲȱ
thenȱinȱȇ70-ȇ71ȱheȱwasȱourȱseniorȱofȬ
ficerȱpresentȱatȱAFITȇsȱMastersȇȱproȬ
gramȱatȱOklahomaȱUǯȱSmartȱguyǰȱ
goodȱfriendǰȱfineȱsenseȱofȱhumorǯȱInȱ
retirementȱheȱandȱhisȱEnglish-bornȱ
wifeȱBerylȱlivedȱatȱKaneoheȱonȱtheȱ
windwardȱsideȱofȱOahuǯ ȱWhenȱsheȱ
passedȱitȱwasȱaȱlonelyȱtimeȱforȱhimǯȱ
Gladȱweȱgotȱtoȱvisitȱhimȱonȱaȱsojournȱ
overȱthereȱaȱfewȱyearsȱagoǯ ȱAnotherȱ
sadȱlossȱforȱourȱgangǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ MarkȱFo��ch 



ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱbornȱNovemberȱ4ǰȱ1ş42ȱ
inȱWinnemuccaǰȱNevǯǰȱtoȱDellȱandȱ
WandaȱJacobsenǯȱDougȱgraduatedȱ
fromȱBrighamȱYoungȱUniversityȱ
andȱlaterȱobtainedȱhisȱMastersȱDeȬ
greeȱatȱTroyȱUniversityǯȱHeȱ
proudlyȱservedȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
forȱ20ȱyearsȱasȱaȱPublicȱAffairsȱ
Officerȱandȱretiredȱatȱtheȱrankȱofȱ
lieutenantȱcolonelǯȱDougȱthenȱ
workedȱforȱMcDonnellȱDouglasȱ
andȱBoeingȱasȱprotocolȱmanagerǯ 
ȱȱȱAnȱavidȱfanȱofȱtheȱ1ş55ȱBrooklynȱ
DodgersǰȱDougȱlovedȱcollectingȱ
baseballȱmemorabiliaǰȱmeetingȱhisȱ
baseballȱheroesȱfromȱthisȱeraǰȱandȱ
twiceǰȱheȱevenȱwentȱtoȱDodgerȱ
BaseballȱFantasyȱCampȱwhereȱheȱ
wasȱvotedȱtheȱMostȱValuableȱ
Playerǯȱ 
ȱȱȱDougȱwasȱprecededȱinȱdeathȱbyȱ
hisȱparentsȱDellȱandȱWandaǰȱandȱ
byȱhisȱbrotherǰȱRexȱJacobsenǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeǰȱ
NedeneȱJacobsenǲȱdaughterǰȱJuliȱ
ǻCraigǼȱEivensȱandȱtheirȱsonsǰȱParȬ
kerȱandȱBennettǲȱSonǰȱPhilipȱǻHisȱ
threeȱcatsǼȱJacobsenǲȱSonǰȱBradȱ
ǻDominiqueǼȱJacobsenȱandȱtheirȱ
childrenǰȱLauraȱǻJoshǼȱSchnurrȱ
ǻandȱtheirȱsonǰȱgreat-grandchildȱ
RyanǼǰȱCalvinȱJacobsenǰȱSamȱJaȬ
cobsenǰȱMattȱJessopǰȱandȱGabiȱJesȬ
sopǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱburiedȱOctoberȱ30ǰȱ2023ǰȱ
inȱtheȱCentralȱTexasȱStateȱVeterȬ
ansȱCemeteryȱinȱKilleenǰȱTexasǯ 
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T omȱGarciaǰȱwhoȱ
servedȱinȱbothȱtheȱKoȬ
reanȱandȱVietnameseȱ
Warsȱpassedȱawayȱ

Juneȱ2Şǰȱ2022ǯȱHeȱwasȱŞŞǯ 
ȱȱȱDuringȱtheȱKoreanȱWarǰȱTomȱ
wasȱassignedȱtoȱtheȱŜ0ŜthȱAirȱ
ControlȱSquadronǰȱPusanȱABǯȱ
TheȱŜ0ŜthȱprovidedȱearlyȱwarnȬ
ingȱofȱenemyȱairȱattacksȱandȱdiȬ
rectedȱA-2ŜȱInvadersȱsupportingȱ
friendlyȱgroundȱforcesȱduringȱ
periodsȱofȱdarknessǯȱ 
ȱȱȱDuringȱtheȱVietnamȱWarǰȱheȱ
flewȱUH-1FȦPȱhelicoptersȱwithȱ
theȱ20thȱHelicopterȱSquadronȱatȱ
BanȱMeȱThuotǰȱRepublicȱofȱViȬ
etnamǯȱTheȱȃGreenȱHornetsȄȱ
supportedȱspecialȱoperationsȱinȱ
SouthȱVietnamȱandȱCamboȬ
diaǯ ȱHisȱheadstoneȱinȱtheȱSouthȱ
FloridaȱNationalȱCemeteryȱindiȬ
catesȱheȱwasȱawardedȱaȱDistinȬ
guishedȱFlyingȱCrossǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱretiredȱfromȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
inȱ1şŝ4ȱasȱaȱlieutenantȱcolonelǯȱ
LittleȱisȱknownȱofȱhisȱAirȱForceȱ
PublicȱAffairsȱserviceǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱpredeceasedȱbyȱhisȱ
wifeȱPhyllisȱReedȱGarciaǰȱŞ5ǰȱinȱ
201ŞǯȱNoȱotherȱinformationȱwasȱ
availableǯ 

A ssociationȱlifeȱmemȬ
berȱPaulȱEǯȱMuehringȱ
passedȱawayȱJuneȱ13ȱ
atȱtheȱageȱofȱŝŞǯȱHeȱ

hadȱbeenȱlivingȱinȱAnkenyǰȱIowaǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱbornȱinȱHannibalǰȱMoǯǰȱ
onȱJulyȱ21ǰȱ1ş44ǰȱtoȱJohnȱandȱHelȬ
enȱMuehringǯȱHisȱparentsǰȱbrotherȱ
RichardǰȱandȱsisterȱLorettaȱallȱpreȬ
cededȱhimȱinȱdeathǯ 
ȱȱȱPaulȱwasȱaȱgraduateȱofȱKansasȱ
StateȱUniversityȱǻBǯAǯǼȱandȱBostonȱ
UniversityȱǻMǯSǯȱinȱPublicȱRelaȬ
tionsǼǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱmilitaryȱcareerȱbeganȱinȱ
1şŜŝǯȱHeȱservedȱasȱaȱpublicȱaffairsȱ
officerȱatȱbasesȱinȱArizonaǰȱMonȬ
tanaǰȱUtahǰȱNebraskaǰȱCaliforniaȱ
andȱJapanǯȱHisȱlastȱdutyȱstationȱ
wasȱMcConnellȱAFBǰȱKanǯǰȱwhereȱ
heȱretiredȱinȱ1şş0ǯ 
ȱȱȱAmongȱhisȱmilitaryȱdecorationsȱ
wereȱtheȱBronzeȱStarȱMedalǰȱMeriȬ
toriousȱServiceȱMedalȱwithȱthreeȱ
oakȱleafȱclustersǰȱAirȱForceȱComȬ
mendationȱMedalȱwithȱoneȱoakȱ
leafȱclusterǰȱNationalȱDefenseȱSerȬ
viceȱMedalǰȱVietnamȱServiceȱMedȬ
alȱwithȱthreeȱstarsǰȱRepublicȱofȱ
VietnamȱGallantryȱCrossȱwithȱdeȬ



A ssociationȱlifeȱmemberȱ
RobertȱJǯȱSuleȱpassedȱ
awayȱNovǯȱŜȱinȱLinȬ
woodǰȱNǯJǯǰȱatȱtheȱageȱ

ofȱŞ3ǯ 
ȱȱȱSuleȱwasȱbornȱonȱNewȱYear’sȱ
Dayǰȱ1ş40ǰȱinȱLewistonǰȱIdahoǰȱtheȱ
eldestȱsonȱofȱJohnȱSuleǰȱaȱlumberȬ
jackǰȱandȱEdnaȱPiattȱSuleǰȱaȱregisȬ
teredȱnurseǯȱHeȱgrewȱupȱinȱClarkȬ
stonǰȱWashǯȱHeȱearnedȱhisȱbacheȬ
lor’sȱdegreeȱinȱEconomicsȱatȱCenȬ
tralȱWashingtonȱStateȱinȱ1şŜ2ȱandȱ ;cont’d on next pageͿ 
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viceȱandȱoneȱoakȱleafȱclusterǰȱReȬ
publicȱofȱVietnamȱCampaignȱMedȬ
alȱandȱRepublicȱofȱVietnamȱArmedȱ
ForcesȱHonorȱMedalǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱofȱ55ȱ
yearsǰȱCarolynǰȱandȱchildrenȱ
LynleeǰȱLeslieǰȱandȱJohnǯȱOtherȱsurȬ
vivorsȱincludeȱhisȱsisterȱMarleneǰȱ
nephewsȱKyleȱandȱScottȱShaverǰȱ
andȱgrandchildrenȱCaitlinȱMǯȱ
MuehringǰȱKadeȱEǯȱMuehringǰȱCatȬ
linȱAǯȱLemkeȱandȱEvanȱGǯȱGrahamǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱburiedȱinȱtheȱKansasȱVetȬ
eransȱCemeteryȱinȱWinfieldȱonȱJulyȱ
14ǯ 

R ichardȱJǯȱWoodǰȱfondlyȱ
knownȱasȱȃRǯJǯǰȄȱpassedȱ
Septǯȱ1ŞȱatȱAvowȱHosȬ
piceȱinȱNaplesǰȱFlaǯ 

ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱbornȱOctoberȱ2ǰȱ1ş3ŝǰȱinȱ

wasȱcommissionedȱinȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱReserveȱthroughȱtheȱuniverȬ
sityȱAFROTCȱprogramǯȱHeȱlaterȱ
receivedȱhisȱMBAȱfromȱtheȱUniȬ
versityȱofȱUtahǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱfirstȱservedȱasȱanȱairȱtrafficȱ
controlȱofficerȱbeforeȱbecomingȱaȱ
publicȱaffairsȱofficerǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱmetȱhisȱwifeǰȱSuzanneȱRayǰȱ
whileȱheȱwasȱstationedȱatȱtheȱFedȬ
eralȱAviationȱAdministration’sȱ
NationalȱAviationȱFacilitiesȱExȬ
perimentalȱCenterȱinȱPomonaǰȱ
NǯJǯȱTheyȱwereȱmarriedȱinȱ1şŝ0ȱinȱ
NanzhuangǰȱRepublicȱofȱChinaǰȱ
whereȱRǯJǯȱwasȱservingȱonȱAirȱ
Forceȱactiveȱdutyǯ 
ȱȱȱUponȱhisȱreturnȱtoȱtheȱUǯSǯǰȱSuleȱ
movedȱtoȱPittsburghȱandȱleftȱacȬ
tiveȱdutyȱtoȱpursueȱaȱcareerȱinȱ
realȱestateȱwithȱtheȱDravoȱCorpoȬ
rationǯȱHeȱmanagedȱtheȱdevelopȬ
mentȱofȱhousingȱandȱindustrialȱ
projectsȱacrossȱtheȱcountryǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŞŜǰȱSuleȱwasȱnamedȱpresiȬ
dentȱandȱCEOȱofȱBlueȱRidgeȱRealȱ
EstateȱCompanyȱandȱBigȱBoulderȱ
CorporationǰȱoperatorsȱofȱtheȱJackȱ
FrostȱandȱBigȱBoulderȱPoconoȱskiȱ
resortsǯȱHeȱandȱhisȱfamilyȱmovedȱ
toȱtheȱPoconoȱMountainsǯ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱleavingȱBlueȱRidgeǰȱSuleȱ
returnedȱtoȱPittsburghȱworkingȱ
commercialȱrealȱestateȱwithȱtheȱ
GalbreathȱCompanyǰȱCBREȱandȱ
Massaroǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱtheȱ1şş0sǰȱheȱbeganȱappearȬ
ingȱinȱHollywoodȱfilmȱandȱTVȱ
productionsȱshotȱinȱPittsburghǯȱ
Amongȱtheȱproductionsȱinȱwhichȱ
heȱappearedȱwereȱtheȱfeatureȱ
filmsȱDogmaȱandȱSmartȱPeopleǯ 
ȱȱȱSuleȱretiredȱtoȱLinwoodǰȱNǯJǯȱHeȱ
wasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱKnightsȱofȱ
Columbusȱandȱkeptȱbusyȱwithȱhisȱ
familyǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱSuȬ

zanneǲȱdaughterȱKerstinǲȱsonȱMiȬ
chaelǲȱdaughter-in-lawȱEmilyǲȱ
granddaughterȱEllaǲȱJamesȱRobertȬ
sonǰȱaȱsonȱfromȱaȱpreviousȱrelationȬ
shipǲȱandȱnumerousȱniecesǰȱnephȬ
ewsǰȱgrand-niecesȱandȱgrand-
nephewsǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱfuneralȱwasȱconductedȱNovǯȱ
1Şǰȱ2023ǯ 
 
ManyȱofȱusȱwhoȱworkedȱwithȱBobȱSuleȱ
knewȱhimȱasȱaȱgoodȱPAȱandȱaȱgreatȱ
guyǯȱWhenȱheȱwasȱDougȱKennett’sȱ
IMAȱatȱHQȱAirȱForceȱSystemsȱComȬ
mandȦPAǰȱheȱalwaysȱhadȱaȱsmileȱandȱaȱ
kindȱwordǯȱHeȱevenȱinvitedȱaȱbunchȱofȱ
usȱtoȱgoȱskiingȱatȱhisȱresortǯȱAȱkindȱ
soulǰȱheȱwasȱaȱpersonȱyouȱwereȱalwaysȱ
happyȱtoȱseeǯȱHeȱwillȱcertainlyȱbeȱ
missedǯ  

                              ȯ CarlaȱS¢l�e��er 



L ifetimeȱAFPAAȱfoundȬ
erȱSamuelȱKǯȱLesseyǰȱ
JrǯǰȱpassedȱawayȱJuneȱ
20ǰȱ2023ǯȱHeȱpassedȱjustȱ

aȱfewȱmonthsȱbeforeȱhisȱ100thȱ
birthdayǯȱȱ 
ȱȱȱLesseyȱwasȱbornȱOctoberȱşǰȱ
1ş23ǰȱinȱ NewarkǰȱNǯJǯǰȱandȱgrewȱ
upȱanȱonlyȱchildȱinȱChappaquaǰȱ
NǯYǯ 
Followingȱhighȱschoolǰȱheȱenteredȱ
theȱUǯSǯȱMilitaryȱAcademyȱinȱ
1ş42ȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱClassȱofȱ
45ǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱDuringȱhisȱcowȱǻjuniorǼȱyearǰȱheȱ
enteredȱtheȱAirȱCadetȱprogramǯȱ
Heȱattendedȱprimaryȱaviationȱ
schoolȱinȱOklahomaǰȱandȱcomȬ
pletedȱsubsequentȱtrainingȱǻbasicȱ
andȱadvancedȱschoolǼȱatȱStewartȱ
Fieldǰȱearningȱhisȱwingsȱthreeȱ
daysȱbeforeȱgraduationǯȱAfterȱ
commissioningȱintoȱtheȱArmyȱAirȱ
CorpsǰȱheȱlearnedȱtoȱflyȱtheȱB-25ȱ
inȱArizonaȱandȱtheȱB-24ȱinȱTenȬ
nesseeǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱfirstȱassignmentȱwasȱinȱGerȬ
manyȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱoccupaȬ
tionȱforceȱfollowingȱtheȱendȱofȱ
WorldȱWarȱIIǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1ş51ǰȱheȱenteredȱHarvardȱ

LawȱSchoolǰȱandȱafterȱgraduatingȱ
heȱwasȱassignedȱtoȱteachȱmilitaryȱ
lawȱandȱtheȱUniformȱCodeȱofȱMiliȬ
taryȱJusticeȱatȱtheȱNavalȱAcademyǯȱ
Whileȱthereǰȱhisȱmissionǰȱasȱfarȱasȱ
heȱwasȱconcernedǰȱwasȱtoȱconȬ
vinceȱmidshipmenȱtoȱbranchȱintoȱ
theȱAirȱForceǯ ǻTheȱAirȱForceȱ
AcademyȱwasȱnotȱestablishedȱunȬ
tilȱ1ş54ǰȱandȱinȱtheȱearlyȱyearsǰȱ25ȱ
percentȱofȱeachȱclassȱatȱWestȱPointȱ
andȱAnnapolisȱcouldȱchooseȱtoȱ
branchȱintoȱtheȱAirȱForceǯǼȱ 
ȱȱȱHisȱnextȱassignmentȱwasȱinȱJaȬ
panǰȱwhereȱheȱflewȱforȱtheȱşşthȱ
AirȱTransportȱSquadronȱinȱtheȱ
1503rdȱAirȱTransportȱWingȱconȬ
ductingȱmissionsȱallȱthroughoutȱ
AsiaȱandȱtheȱPacificǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱreturningȱfromȱJapanǰȱheȱ
transitionedȱtoȱtheȱAirȱForceȱReȬ
serveȱandȱearnedȱanȱMBAȱatȱHarȬ
vardǰȱenteringȱtheȱbusinessȱworldȱ
inȱNewȱYorkȱCityǯȱInȱ1şŝ5ǰȱheȱwasȱ
theȱDistinguishedȱGraduateȱofȱtheȱ
AirȱWarȱCollegeǰȱandȱinȱ1şŝŜȱheȱ
wasȱassignedȱtoȱtheȱHeadquartersǰȱ
AirȱForceȱtoȱreviewȱtheȱmanageȬ
mentȱstructureȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
Reserveǯ  
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŞ2ǰȱPresidentȱRonaldȱ
ReaganȱappointedȱhimȱasȱtheȱInȬ
spectorȱGeneralȱofȱtheȱUǯSǯȱSynȬ
theticȱFuelsȱCorporationǰȱandȱinȱ
1şŞŝȱheȱbecameȱtheȱDirectorȱofȱtheȱ
SelectiveȱServiceȱSystemǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱservedȱasȱaȱCASAȱǻCivilianȱ
AideȱtoȱtheȱSecretaryȱofȱtheȱArmyǼȱ
andȱasȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱAssociȬ
ationȱofȱtheȱUǯSǯȱArmyǯȱHeȱhasȱ
beenȱtheȱChairmanȱofȱtheȱNationalȱ
StrokeȱAssociationǰȱservedȱonȱtheȱ
WestȱPointȱBoardȱofȱVisitorsȱandȱ
theȱselectionȱcommitteeȱforȱtheȱ
ArmyȱSportsȱHallȱofȱFameȱandȱ
workedȱwithȱtheȱDwightȱDǯȱEisenȬ
howerȱSocietyǯȱ 
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PeekskillǰȱNǯYǯ 
ȱȱȱWoodȱgraduatedȱwithȱdistinctionȱ
fromȱRutgersȱwithȱaȱbachelorsȱdeȬ
greeȱinȱ1ş5ŞǯȱHeȱalsoȱobtainedȱmasȬ
tersȱdegreesȱfromȱLouisianaȱStateȱ
Universityȱinȱ1şŜ1ȱandȱBostonȱUniȬ
versityȱinȱ1şŜ4ǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱtheȱAirȱForceȱheȱservedȱasȱaȱ
publicȱaffairsȱofficerȱatȱnumerousȱ
basesȱincludingȱBealeȱAFBǰȱCalifǯǰȱ
LukeȱAFBǰȱArizǯǰȱPetersonȱAFBǰȱ
ColoǯǰȱandȱTheȱPentagonǯ 
ȱȱȱFollowingȱhisȱretirementǰȱheȱ
workedȱatȱmultipleȱNewȱYorkȱCityȱ
corporationsȱincludingȱJǯCǯȱPenneyǯȱ
HeȱalsoȱservedȱonȱtheȱboardȱofȱdiȬ
rectorsȱofȱtheȱValleyȱForgeȱNationȬ
alȱParkǯ 
ȱȱȱFollowingȱtheȱretirementȱofȱhisȱ
wifeǰȱPearlǰȱfromȱtheȱBrandywineȱ
Agencyȱthatȱtheȱtwoȱfoundedȱinȱ
NewȱYorkȱCityǰȱtheyȱmovedȱtoȱNaȬ
plesǰȱFlaǯȱ 
ȱȱȱDuringȱhisȱAirȱForceȱcareerǰȱRǯJǯȱ
wasȱawardedȱthreeȱPublicȱRelaȬ
tionsȱSocietyȱofȱAmericaȱSilverȱAnȬ
vilȱAwardsȱandȱtheȱLegionȱofȱMerȬ
itǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱofȱŜ0ȱ
yearsǰȱPearlǰȱandȱdaughterȱKimberȬ
lyȱandȱfourȱgrandchildrenǱȱHaleyȱ
andȱAshleyȱLanzoniȱandȱGraceȱandȱ
JakeȱWoodǯȱHeȱwasȱprecededȱinȱ
deathȱbyȱhisȱsonǰȱGregoryǰȱhisȱsisȬ
terǰȱSallyǰȱandȱhisȱparentsȱJohnȱandȱ
Marjorieǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱinternmentȱisȱplannedȱforȱaȱ
laterȱdateǯ 



ȱȱȱLesseyȱneverȱmarriedǯȱFollowingȱ
hisȱpassingȱheȱwasȱburiedȱatȱWestȱ
Pointǯ 

;cont’d on next pageͿ 
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R ecentȱinducteeȱintoȱtheȱAFPAAȱHallȱofȱFameǰȱ
JackȱHǯȱOswaldǰ ageȱ
ş0ǰȱofȱElȱDoradoȱHillsǰȱ

CalifǯǰȱpassedȱawayȱonȱNovemberȱ
1ŝǰȱ2023ǯȱ 
ȱȱȱFreshȱoffȱaȱdegreeȱinȱRadioȱandȱ
TelevisionȱatȱNorthwesternȱUniȬ
versity’sȱSchoolȱofȱSpeechǰȱaȱstintȱ
asȱtheȱmanagerȱofȱtheȱUniversiȬ
ty’sȱradioȱstationǰȱandȱaȱcommisȬ
sionȱthroughȱAFROTCǰȱ2LtǯȱJackȱ
Oswaldȱbeganȱactiveȱdutyȱatȱ
LacklandȱAFBǰȱTexasǰȱonȱDecemȬ
berȱŝǰȱ1ş55ǰȱexactlyȱfourteenȱyearsȱ
afterȱPearlȱHarborǯȱFromȱthereǰȱitȱ
wasȱaȱquickȱtripȱtoȱEllingtonȱAFBǰȱ
TexasǰȱwhereȱheȱearnedȱhisȱnaviȬ
gatorȱwingsǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱnavigatorȱdutiesȱtookȱhimȱ
toȱanȱairȱrescueȱsquadronȱatȱNorȬ
tonȱAFBǰȱCalifǯǰȱandȱaȱdeploymentȱ
toȱEniwetokȱAtollȱinȱsupportȱofȱ
theȱnuclearȱtestingȱprogramȱOpȬ
erationȱHardtackǯȱOnceȱbackȱfromȱ
theȱPacificǰȱJackȱwasȱassignedȱtoȱ

PrestwickǰȱScotlandȱwhereǰȱinȱadȬ
ditionȱtoȱhisȱnavigatorȱdutiesǰȱheȱ
wasȱtheȱsquadronȱinformationȱ
officerǯ 
ȱȱȱReturningȱtoȱtheȱstatesǰȱJackȱbeȬ
cameȱtheȱinformationȱofficerȱatȱ
ScottȱAFBǰȱIllǯǰȱandȱthenȱtheȱchiefȱ
ofȱinternalȱinformationȱatȱMilitaryȱ
AirliftȱCommandȱheadquartersǯȱ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱhisȱselectionȱforȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱInstituteȱofȱTechnologyȱandȱ
theȱcompletionȱofȱaȱmaster’sȱdeȬ
greeȱinȱcinemaȱfromȱtheȱUniversiȬ
tyȱofȱSouthernȱCaliforniaǰȱJackȱbeȬ
cameȱchiefȱofȱradioȱandȱTVȱatȱ
CommandȱServicesȱUnitȱatȱBolȬ
lingȱAFBǯȱJackȱleftȱhisȱmarkȱ
thereǰȱworkingȱwithȱtheȱAirȱ
ForceȱBandȱandȱproducingȱ
publicȱserviceȱmaterialȱforȱ
radioȱandȱTVȱthatȱgreatlyȱenȬ
hancedȱAirȱForceȱrecruitingȱ
effortsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱMovingȱacrossȱtheȱPotomacȱ
toȱtheȱPentagonȱasȱinternalȱ
mediaȱchiefȱgaveȱhimȱhisȱbigȬ
gestȱchallengeǱȱrevisingȱtheȱ
Commander’sȱCallȱprogramǯȱ
ThatȱchallengeȱbroughtȱJack ’sȱ
uniqueȱleadershipȱabilitiesȱtoȱ
theȱforeǰȱasȱheȱassembledȱandȱ
mentoredȱaȱcreativeȱgroupȱofȱ
talentedȱlieutenantsȱandȱcapȬ
tainsȱincludingȱAndyȱChiaraȬ
monteǰȱRickȱVaughnǰȱPhilȱ
RobinsonǰȱBillȱLenzǰȱMikeȱ
RobeǰȱMikeȱConawayǰȱJayȱ
Welshǰȱeventualȱbrigadierȱ
generalsȱRonȱRandȱandȱTimȱ
WhiteǰȱandȱtheȱAirȱForceȱAuȬ
diovisualȱServiceȱstaffȱatȱNorȬ
tonȱAFBǯȱTogetherȱtheyȱ
wouldȱmakeȱaȱmajorȱimpactȱ
onȱtheȱAirȱForce ’sȱinternalȱ
informationȱeffortsȱforȱdecȬ
adesȱtoȱcomeǯ  
ȱȱȱAtȱtheȱtimeǰ ȃAirȱForceȱ

NowȄȱrepresentedȱaȱradicallyȱ
differentȱapproachȱtoȱmilitaryȱ
filmmakingǰȱandȱitȱtookȱaȱlotȱ
ofȱconvincingȱbeforeȱaȱskeptiȬ
calȱPentagonȱE-ringȱwouldȱ
giveȱtheȱgo-aheadǯȱItsȱunderlyȬ
ingȱconceptȱwasȱtoȱcombineȱ
theȱthenȱnewȱȃ60ȱMinutesȄ-
style  long-formȱstoryȱwithȱtheȱ
alsoȱthenȱnewȱshort  ȃSesameȱ
StreetȄ-styleȱȃadsȄȯwithȱsubȬ
jectsȱlikeȱsafetyǰȱspecialȱtopicsȱ
andȱpersonnelȱissuesǯȱTheȱ
adoptionȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱ
ȃmodernȄȱideasǰȱproducedȱbyȱ
aȱcadreȱofȱbrightǰȱyoungȱAirȱ
Forceȱfilmmakersǰȱsomeȱwhoȱ
wentȱonȱtoȱsuccessfulȱAirȱ
Forceȱcareersȱandȱothersȱtoȱ
fameȱandȱfortuneȱinȱHollyȬ
woodǰ  wasȱtheȱkeyȱ
to AFN’s successȱandȱlongeviȬ
tyǯ  
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŝ0ǰȱJack’sȱPentagonȱtourȱ
wasȱcutȱshortȱbyȱanȱassignȬ
mentȱtoȱMilitaryȱAssistanceȱ
CommandȱVietnamȱinȱSaigonǰȱ
whereȱheȱsupervisedȱfiveȱmiliȬ
taryȱfilmȱcrewsȱdocumentingȱ
theȱVietnamȱwarǰȱandȱproȬ
ducedȱaȱpowerfulȱdocumenȬ
taryȱhighlightingȱseriousȱdrugȱ
abuseȱproblemsȱwithinȱtheȱ
militaryȱinȱVietnamǯȱAfterȱreȬ
turningȱstatesideȱtoȱanȱassignȬ
mentȱatȱAAVSȱheadquartersȱinȱ
CaliforniaǰȱJackȱbecameȱtheȱ
executiveȱproducerȱof  ȃAirȱ
ForceȱNowǰȄȱandȱservedȱinȱ
thatȱroleȱuntilȱheȱretiredȱinȱ
1şŝŝǯ  
ȱȱȱAfterȱhisȱmilitaryȱretireȬ
mentǰȱJackȱjoinedȱtheȱfacultyȱ
atȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱSouthernȱ
Californiaǰȱteachingȱfilmȱandȱ
televisionȱproductionǰȱandȱ



startedȱaȱproductionȱcompanyȱ
whichȱbecameȱtheȱofficialȱ
filmmakerȱforȱtheȱworldȱfaȬ
mousȱTournamentȱofȱRosesǰȱ
documentingȱRoseȱBowlȱgamesȱ
andȱTournamentȱParadesȱforȱ
1Şȱyearsǯ  
ȱȱȱThe  ȃAirȱForceȱNowȄ seriesȱ
thatȱOswaldȱconceivedȱandȱ
nurturedȱwasȱanȱindispensableȱ
communicationsȱtoolȱthatȱcomȬ
mandersȱatȱallȱlevelsȱcameȱtoȱ
relyȱuponȱheavilyǯȱLiterallyȱ
thousandsȱofȱairmenȱgainedȱaȱ
betterȱsenseȱofȱtheȱAirȱForceȱ
missionȱandȱtheirȱroleȱinȱitǰȱ
thanksȱtoȱhisȱleadershipǰȱcreaȬ
tivityǰȱandȱgroundbreakingȱapȬ
proachȱtoȱfilmȱproductionǯȱ
Whileȱtechnologyȱhasȱchangedǰȱ
Jack’sȱinfluenceȱonȱtheȱAirȱ
Force’sȱaudiovisualȱproducȬ
tionȱandȱinternalȱinformationȱ
programsȱcontinuesȱtoȱthisȱdayȱ
andȱremainsȱasȱstrongȱasȱeverǯ  
ȱȱȱNoȱobituaryȱorȱfuneralȱarȬ
rangementsȱwereȱavailableȱforȱ
Oswaldȱatȱpressȱtimeǯ  
 
AsȱtheȱyearsȱgoȱonȱIȱcontinueȱtoȱthinkȱ
withȱmoreȱandȱmoreȱappreciationȱandȱ
admirationȱofȱJackȱandȱwhatȱanȱamazȬ
ingȱjobȱheȱdidȱcreatingȱAFNȱandȱhiringȱ
usȱnonȱmilitaryȱorientedȱcrazyȱcatsȱ
andȱherdingȱasȱonlyȱheȱcouldȱwithȱaȱ
legacyȱofȱamazingȱresultsǯȱ 
ȱȱȱIȱstillȱrememberȱvividlyȱasȱIȱenteredȱ
hisȱofficeȱinȱOctoberȱ1ş6şȱtoȱexplainȱ
howȱmuchȱIȱappreciatedȱhisȱrequestȱtoȱ
interviewȱmeǰȱbutȱthankȱyouǰȱnoȱIȱ
wouldȱpreferȱforȱyouȱtoȱjustȱsendȱmeȱtoȱ
Nortonȱtoȱdirectȱfilmsǰȱnotȱcomeȱtoȱtheȱ
Pentagonǯ Jackȱhadȱhisȱfeetȱonȱhisȱdeskȱ
andȱsaidǰȱ“sitȱdownȱLieutenantȱandȱ
relaxǯȱYou’reȱhiredǷ” 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ MikeȱCona a¢ 
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VeryȱsadǯȱHeȱwasȱaȱbigȱpresenceȱinȱ
ourȱlivesǰȱandȱI’mȱveryȱgratefulȱtoȱ
haveȱknownȱhimǯȱHeȱhelpedȱkeepȱmeȱ
ǻsomewhatǼȱsaneȱinȱcircumstancesȱ
forȱwhichȱIȱwasȱnotȱparticularlyȱwell-
suitedǯ 
                  ȯȱPhilȱAldenȱRobin�on 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱDirec�orǰȱAMPAS 
 
ȱJackȱwasȱanȱincrediblyȱempatheticǰȱ
dependableȱguyȱforȱusȱfledglingsǯȱ
Youȱcouldȱgoȱtoȱhimȱwithȱanythingǰȱ
andȱknewȱyou’dȱbeȱtalkingȱtoȱaȱ
friendǰȱnotȱjustȱaȱsuperiorȱofficerǯȱ
OKǰȱheȱrolledȱhisȱeyesȱatȱmyȱprobȬ
lemsȱmoreȱthanȱonceǰȱbutȱstillǯȱ’Twasȱ
aȱspecialȱpersonȱinȱmyȱlifeȱI’llȱneverȱ
forgetǯ“ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ MikeȱRobe 
 
Weȱwereȱfriendsȱforȱ40ȱyearsȱandȱ
businessȱpartnersȱforȱ20ȱyearsȱandȱheȱ
wasȱandȱisȱstillȱtheȱsmartestȱandȱ
mostȱcreativeȱpersonȱI’veȱknownȱinȱ
orȱoutȱofȱtheȱUSAFǯȱ  
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ JohnȱG�ra 
 
LikeȱotherȱcharismaticȱleadersǰȱJackȱ
wasȱcomplexǰȱconfidentǰȱandȱoftenȱ
brutallyȱhonestǯ WhenȱIȱwasȱleavingȱ
activeȱdutyȱforȱtheȱfilmȱdivisionȱofȱ
theȱUnitedȱStatesȱInformationȱAgenȬ
cyǰȱIȱhadȱanȱoutȱprocessingȱmeetingȱ
withȱJackǯ Iȱaskedȱhimȱwhyȱheȱdidnȇtȱ
putȱmeȱinȱforȱsomeȱmedalȱorȱanothȬ
erǯ HeȱsaidǰȱȈBecauseȱyouȱdidnȇtȱearnȱ
itǯ” Heȱwasȱrightǯ Butȱourȱfriendshipȱ
spannedȱ50ȱyearsȱandȱthereȱwasȱnevȬ
erǰȱeverȱaȱboring momentȱwithȱJackȱ
Oswaldǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ TimȱWhi�e 
 
JackȱOswaldȱwasȱmyȱfirstȱmilitaryȱ
bossǯȱAsȱsuchǰȱheȱtaughtȱmeȱaȱlot…
aboutȱfilmmakingǰȱleadershipǰȱandȱ
theȱAirȱForceǰȱbutȱalsoȱaboutȱconfiȬ

denceǰȱ initiativeǰȱandȱlifeǯȱIȱonlyȱ
workedȱforȱhimȱforȱ18ȱmonthsǰȱbutȱhisȱ
lessonsȱandȱimpactȱhaveȱlastedȱaȱlifeȬ
timeǯȱThanksǰȱJackǯȱRIPǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ RonȱRand 

JerryȱBǯȱHendrixȱofȱSanȱAntonioǰȱ
TexasǰȱpassedȱawayȱonȱDecǯȱŝȱatȱ
theȱageȱofȱŞ4ǯ 
ȱȱȱJerryȱwasȱbornȱDecǯȱ23ǰȱ1ş3Şǰȱtheȱ
youngestȱofȱOraȱandȱCharlesȱHenȬ
drixȇsȱsevenȱchildrenǯȱHeȱgrewȱupȱ
inȱCommerceǰȱTexasǰȱattendedȱ
TexasȱAǭMȱUniversityȱonȱaȱfootȬ
ballȱscholarshipǰȱthenȱtransferredȱ
toȱEastȱTexasȱStateȱUniversityȱtoȱ
completeȱhisȱBachelorȱofȱScienceȱ
degreeȱonȱanȱROTCȱscholarshipǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱgraduatedȱasȱtheȱETSUȇsȱSigȬ
maȱDeltaȱChiȱOutstandingȱMaleȱ
GraduateȱinȱJournalismȱinȱ1şŜ1ǰȱ
andȱthenȱenteredȱtheȱAirȱForceȱasȱ
aȱsecondȱlieutenantǯ 
ȱȱȱAlsoȱinȱ1şŜ1ȱheȱmarriedȱBarbaraȱ
Shieldsǰȱjustȱasȱheȱembarkedȱonȱ
whatȱwouldȱbeȱaȱ30-yearȱmilitaryȱ
careerȱinȱpublicȱaffairsȱinȱwhichȱheȱ
usedȱhisȱwritingǰȱeditorialǰȱandȱ
photographyȱskillsȱandȱtrainingǯȱȱ 



ȱȱȱThroughȱtheȱ1şŜ0sȱandȱŝ0sȱheȱ
wasȱassignedȱtoȱOsanȱABǰȱKoreaǰȱ
theȱPentagonǰȱandȱWiesbadenȱandȱ
RamsteinȱAirȱBasesȱinȱGermanyǯȱInȱ
1şŝ4ȱheȱwasȱtransferredȱtoȱRanȬ
dolphȱAFBȱinȱSanȱAntonioǯ 
ȱȱȱInȱ1şŞ0ǰȱJerryȱmarriedȱGayeȱBurȬ
risǰȱandȱthatȱsameȱyearȱwasȱselectȬ
edȱasȱtheȱdirectorȱofȱpublicȱaffairsȱ
atȱtheȱAirȱForceȱAcademyǯȱInȱ1şŞ3ǰȱ
heȱwasȱreassignedȱtoȱtheȱPentagonȱ
asȱchiefȱofȱtheȱCommunityȱRelaȬ
tionsȱDivisionǰȱandȱinȱ1şŞŜȱheȱreȬ
turnedȱtoȱRandolphȱAFBȱasȱtheȱ
directorȱofȱpublicȱaffairsȱforȱHeadȬ
quartersȱAirȱTrainingȱCommandǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱretiredȱasȱaȱcolonelȱinȱ1şş1ǯ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱretirementǰȱJerryȱcontinuedȱ
toȱworkȱforȱaȱtimeǰȱmanagingȱtheȱ
CourtyardȱTennisȱClubȱinȱAustinȱ
andȱthenȱworkingȱatȱUSAAȱinȱSanȱ
AntonioǯȱButȱheȱalsoȱfoundȱmoreȱ
timeȱforȱfamilyȱandȱhobbiesȱinȬ
cludingȱfurniture-ȱandȱswingset-
buildingǰȱpie-bakingȱandȱgardenȬ
ingǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHisȱmostȱconsistentȱjoyȱfromȱ
highȱschoolȱthroughȱhisȱŝ0sȱwasȱ
playingȱǻandȱwinningǼȱtournamentȱ
tennisȱwhereverȱheȱlivedǯȱDuringȱ
hisȱmilitaryȱyearsȱheȱcoachedȱandȱ
playedȱonȱtheȱAirȱForceȱInterservȬ
iceȱTennisȱTeamȱwhenȱtheȱteamǰȱ
includingȱheȱandȱhisȱdoublesȱpartȬ
nerǰȱtookȱtheȱ1şŝşȱchampionshipȱ
trophyǯ 
ȱȱȱJerryȱmarriedȱKayȱRuckmanȱinȱ
1şşŜǯȱSheȱsharedȱhisȱloveȱofȱtennisȱ
andȱtogetherȱforȱmanyȱyearsȱtheyȱ
taughtȱtennisȱskillsȱtoȱchildrenȱ
throughȱCampȱDiscoveryǰȱwhichȱ
offersȱcampsȱforȱchildrenȱwithȱcanȬ
cerǰȱandȱRacquetsȱUpǷǰȱforȱchildrenȱ
withȱDown’sȱSyndromeǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱofȱ2ŝȱ
yearsǰȱKayȱHendrixȱofȱSanȱAntoȬ
nioǰȱandȱhisȱchildrenȱandȱtheirȱ
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spousesǱȱDanaȱHendrixȱofȱ
Georgetownȱandȱherȱhusbandȱ
KeithȱHutchinsonǰȱDaveȱHendrixȱ
ofȱAustinȱandȱhisȱwifeȱRobinȱHenȬ
drixǰȱDrewȱHendrixȱofȱPlanoȱandȱ
hisȱwifeȱAmyȱHendrixǰȱandȱElizaȬ
bethȱHendrixȱBunchȱofȱWakeȱForȬ
estǰȱNǯCǯǲȱasȱwellȱasȱKayȇsȱchildrenȱ
HeatherȱRiosȱofȱKingwoodȱandȱ
herȱhusbandȱChrisȱRiosǲȱandȱSumȬ
merȱRuckmanȱofȱBoulderǰȱColoǰȱ
andȱgrandchildrenȱKateȱHendrixǰȱ
SamanthaȱCloud-MillerǰȱKaseyȱ
HendrixǰȱAllisonȱHendrixǰȱAustinȱ
HendrixǰȱAbbyȱHendrixǰȱNorahȱ
BunchǰȱLucasȱBunchǰȱBarrettȱRiosǰȱ
HaydenȱRiosǰȱandȱTannerȱRiosǯ 
ȱȱȱMilitaryȱfuneralȱhonorsȱandȱinȬ
termentȱtookȱplaceȱatȱtheȱFortȱSamȱ
HoustonȱNationalȱCemeteryȱinȱ
SanȱAntonioǰȱJanǯȱ5ǯ 

R obertȱHawthorneǰȱ
chiefȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱ
ForcesȱNetworkȱPaȬ
cificȱtechnicalȱservicesȱ

divisionǰȱdiedȱFebǯȱ22ǰȱ2023ǰȱatȱ
YokotaȱAirȱBaseȱafterȱsufferingȱaȱ
heartȱattackǯ 
ȱȱȱȃRobȱwasȱanȱincredibleȱleaderȱ
withȱaȱstoriedȱcareerȱinȱtheȱDeȬ

partmentȱofȱDefenseǰȱservingȱforȱ40ȱ
yearsȱacrossȱtheȱDefenseȱMediaȱAcȬ
tivityǰȱAmericanȱForcesȱNetworkǰȱ
DefenseȱInformationȱSystemsȱ
AgencyǰȱtheȱAirȱForceȱBroadcastingȱ
ServiceǰȱAirȱForceȱTelevisionǰȱandȱ
theȱAirȱForceȱNewsȱAgencyǰȄȱsaidȱ
theȱAmericanȱForcesȱNetworkȱinȱaȱ
pressȱreleaseǯ 
ȱȱȱRobȱhadȱaȱtalentȱforȱkeepingȱAFNȱ
stationsȱbroadcastingȱandȱnetȬ
workedȱaroundȱtheȱworldǰȱbutȱ
whatȱwe’llȱrememberȱmostȱisȱhowȱ
heȱtreatedȱpeopleǲȱheȱwasȱaȱwonȬ
derfulȱmentorȱandȱteamȱbuilderǰȱ
andȱhisȱlegacyȱlivesȱonȱthroughȱ
thoseȱheȱtrainedȱandȱdevelopedȱ
throughȱtheȱyearsǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱȃWeȱgrieveȱtheȱlossȱofȱaȱtrueȱproȬ
fessionalǰȱfamilyȱmanǰȱandȱfriendǯȱ
Ourȱthoughtsȱandȱprayersȱareȱwithȱ
hisȱfamilyȱandȱtheȱmanyȱco-
workersȱwhoȱknewȱRobǰȄȱreadȱtheȱ
releaseǯ 

;cont’d on next pageͿ 

T homasȱJǯȱSaundersǰȱSrǯǰȱ
passedȱawayȱ
in InvernessǰȱFlaǯǰ onȱ
Novemberȱ14ǰȱ2023ǯȱAȱ

veteranȱandȱcivilȱservantǰȱTomȱ



R ickȱBlackburnǰȱŜ4ǰȱofȱColumbiaǰȱMdǯǰȱ
passedȱawayȱDecǯȱ23ǯȱ 
ȱȱȱBornȱJulyȱ13ǰȱ1ş5şǰȱ

inȱStamfordǰȱConnǯǰȱheȱwasȱ
raisedȱinȱHoustonǰȱTexasǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱearnedȱaȱbachelorsȱdegreeȱ
inȱbusinessȱadministrationȱfromȱ
theȱUniversityȱofȱMarylandǯȱHeȱ
servedȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceȱfromȱ
1şŞ1ȱtoȱ2002ȱatȱdutyȱstationsȱinȱ

OkinawaǰȱGreeceǰȱIcelandǰȱItalyȱ
andȱTexasǯ 
ȱȱȱFollowingȱhisȱmilitaryȱcareerǰȱ
RickȱheldȱmultipleȱcivilianȱposiȬ
tionsȱoverȱ40ȱyearsȱwithȱtheȱDeȬ
partmentȱofȱDefenseȱatȱtheȱAmeriȬ
canȱForcesȱNetworkȱinȱGermanyȱ
andȱatȱFortȱMeadeǰȱMdǯȱHeȱretiredȱ
asȱtheȱdeputyȱdirectorȱofȱAFNȱinȱ
2021ǯ 
ȱȱȱRickȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱJulieǲȱ
motherȱJuanitaȱDeanǲȱsisterȱStephaȬ
nieȱBlackburnǲȱsisterȱKimȱCarltonǲȱ
daughterȱLindsayȱWilliamsonǲȱsonȱ
JaredȱScottǰȱandȱdaughtersȱMcKenȬ
zieȱandȱRoseȱScottǯȱHeȱwasȱprecedȬ
edȱinȱdeathȱbyȱhisȱfatherǰȱQuillȱ
ȃBuddyȄȱBlackburnǰȱstepfatherȱ
LloydȱDeanǰȱandȱdaughterȱAprilǯ 
ȱȱȱHisȱinternmentȱwillȱbeȱanȬ
nouncedȱatȱaȱlaterȱdateǯ 
 
VeryȱsadǯȱRickȱandȱIȱhadȱworkedȱtoȬ
getherȱinȱmyȱlastȱassignmentȱwithȱtheȱ
DefenseȱMediaȱAgencyǯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ EricȱSchnaible 
 
VeryȱsadȱtoȱhearǷȱRickȱwasȱaȱveryȱgoodȱ
manǷ 
 ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȯ Ch�ckȱMerlo 

If 4o0 learn of /he dea/h 
of an AFPAA memberѶ 
please no/if4 memberҊ
ship chairman Chris/ine 
Q0een as soon as possiҊ
ble a/ѷ 
cjq0eenȫcomcastǹnet 

dutifullyȱdefendedȱhisȱcountryȱ
duringȱtheȱPersianȱGulfȱWarǰȱasȱ
wellȱasȱnumerousȱconflictsȱandȱ
operationsȱinȱtheȱMiddleȱEastȱandȱ
Africaǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱbornȱDecemberȱ2ŝǰȱ1ş5şǰȱ
in LaconiaǰȱNǯHǯǰ toȱThomasȱandȱ
ClaudetteȱSaundersǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱenlistedȱinȱtheȱAirȱForceȱinȱ
theȱsummerȱofȱ1şŝşȱandȱwasȱfirstȱ
stationedȱatȱRAFȱLakenheathǰȱ
EnglandǯȱTomȱtraveledȱtoȱAfricaǰȱ
AsiaǰȱEuropeǰȱandȱacrossȱtheȱUnitȬ
edȱStatesȱdocumentingȱmilitaryȱ
andȱhumanitarianȱeffortsǰȱandȱasȬ
sistingȱwithȱhumanitarianȱaidǯȱ 
ȱȱȱAȱdefiningȱmomentȱofȱSaundersȇȱ
decoratedȱcareerȱwasȱOperationȱ
SupportȱHopeȱinȱ1şş4ǰȱwhereȱheȱ
documentedȱtheȱatrocitiesȱofȱtheȱ
Rwandanȱgenocideȱandȱassistedȱ
withȱhandingȱoutȱ15ǰ000ȱtonsȱofȱ
humanitarianȱsuppliesǯ 
ȱȱȱAfterȱnearlyȱ2Ŝȱyearsȱofȱactiveȱ
dutyȱserviceȱtoȱhisȱcountryǰȱSaunȬ
dersȱretiredȱwithȱfullȱhonorsȱinȱ
theȱsummerȱofȱ2005ǰȱonlyȱtoȱconȬ
tinueȱservingȱhisȱcountryȱasȱaȱ
publicȱaffairsȱactionȱofficerȱsupȬ
portingȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱArmyȱ
andȱUnitedȱStatesȱAirȱForceǯȱ 
ȱȱȱHeȱfinallyȱretiredȱinȱAprilȱofȱ
2023ȱafterȱ43ȱyearsȱinȱtheȱDepartȬ
mentȱofȱDefenseȱbothȱinȱandȱoutȱ
ofȱuniformǯ 
ȱȱȱAȱtrueȱBostonȱsportsȱfanȱwithȱaȱ
larger-than-lifeȱpersonalityǰȱheȱ
spentȱhisȱdaysȱwithȱfriendsǰȱ
watchingȱsportsǰȱandȱattendingȱ
socialȱfunctionsȱwithȱhisȱfiancéeǰȱ
TerriǰȱandȱherȱkidsȱMcKenziȱandȱ
TreyȱMaynardǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱisȱsurvivedȱbyȱhisȱfianceeǰȱ
TerriȱMcKeanǲȱdaughtersǰȱBrittanyȱ
Allsop-AdamsȱandȱVictoriaȱSaunȬ
dersǲȱhisȱsonsǰȱRyanȱSaundersǰȱ
ThomasȱSaundersǰȱJrǰȱandȱGunnerȱ

SaundersǲȱhisȱgrandchildrenǰȱIsaȬ
bellaȱHetuǰȱRileyȱSaundersǰȱ
CalebȱSaundersǰȱAidenȱSaunȬ
dersǰȱandȱKaiȱHetuǲȱhisȱmotherǰȱ
ClaudetteȱSaundersǲȱhisȱsistersȱ
LindaȱGoodwinǰȱMichelleȱSaunȬ
dersǰȱandȱLaurieȱMartinesǲȱtwinȱ
brotherȱTimȱSaundersȱandȱ
youngerȱbrotherȱEricȱSaundersǲȱ
andȱhisȱbestȱfriendȱandȱpetȱdogǰȱ
BuddyȱLightfootȱSaundersǯȱHeȱ
nowȱjoinsȱhisȱgranddaughterǰȱ
JulietteȱHetuǰȱandȱhisȱfatherȱTomȱ
NǯȱSaundersǯ 
ȱȱȱHeȱwasȱburiedȱwithȱmilitaryȱ
honorsȱNovemberȱ2Şǰȱ2023ǰȱatȱ
theȱNewȱHampshireȱStateȱVeterȬ
ansȱCemeteryȱinȱBoscawenǰȱNǯHǯȱ 
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“Daedal0s҃ finall4  home 
   At long last, the a sculpture by Lt. Col. 
C.B. Kelly named “Daedalus,” which he 
presented to AFPAA at an annual 
meeting in ϭϵϵϳ, and was ΗstoredΗ in 
Don BrownleeΖs home for Ϯϱ years, has 
been officially presented to SAF/PA from 
the Association.  
   In ϮϬϮϭ, Alice Price, former Director of 
the AF Art Θ Museum Program called 
AFPAA’s liaison to SAF/PA, Lou Tim-
mons, asking for his assistance in 
getting it displayed in the Pentagon. 
   The sculpture is now displayed in the 
SAF/PA front office. Here’s Lou pre-
senting the plaque that accompanies 
the sculpture, and the sculpture itself, to 
SAF/PA Director Jerry Renne, Aug. ϭ. 
   The sculpture was presented in recog-
nition of SAF/PA’s “continuous support 
and encouragement of AFPAA.” 

Welcomeȱtoȱtheȱnewestȱmembersȱ
ofȱourȱassociationǷ 
 
Me�be�� 

x LisaȱBachmanȱ 
x PatȱBragg 
x RebeccaȱColeman                  ȱ 
x ErinȱDorrance 
x BethȱHorineȱ 
x NicoleȱKoreenȱ 
x JohnnieȱKump 
x RobertȱPurtiman 
x AlexanderȱRector 
x RickȱReibeling 
x KennethȱScarle 
x DevenȱSchultz 
x ElliottȱSprehe 
x HeatherȱCozadȱStaley 
x TrevorȱTiernanȱ 
x ChristopherȱWarner 
x HeidiȱWest 

x TyroneȱMitchell 
x JohnȱKirkwood 
 
LifeȱMe�be�ȱǻPa¢�e��ȱP�a�Ǽ 
 
x PatrickȱBarnesȱǻ1ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
x ChrisȱGillesȱǻ1ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
x RandyȱHoppȱǻ1ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
x ThomasȱMullican ȱǻ3ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
x DavidȱBranhamȱǻ1ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
x WilliamȱBarksdaleȱǻ1ȱofȱ4Ǽ 
 
AĜ�ia�eȱMe�be� 
 
x CindyȱDalton 
 

Membership news 

 
Adj��c�ȱMe�be� 
 
x BarbaraȱCagle 
 
LifeȱMe�be�� 
 
x WilliamȱAckerman 
x ThomasȱChristie 
x AdrianeȱCraig 
x AmandaȱDick 
x MichelȱEscudie 
x StevenȱGrever 
x DebȱHenley 
x MatthewȱMatlock 
x ColleenȱMcGee 
x JasonȱMedina 
x ChuckȱMerlo 
x ChristieȱThomas 
x SteviȱShapiro-Wellington 
x MelissaȱBailey 
x JohnȱBanusiewiczȱ 
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PA Warriors selec/ed for E-ф Promo/ions 
 
CongratulationsȱtoȱtheȱbelowȱPAȱ
warriorsȱselectedȱforȱpromotionȱtoȱ
staffȱsergeantǱ 

x Ki�be��¢ȱBa��e�aȱ-ȱHQȱDMAǰȱFtȱ
GeorgeȱGǯȱMeadeǰȱMdǯ 

x Me�cede�ȱBi££�Ĵ�ȱ-ȱŝBWǰȱDyessȱ
AFBǰȱTexas 

x B�a�d¢ȱB�d��a¢ȱ-ȱHQȱDMAǰȱFtȱ
GeorgeȱGǯȱMeadeǰȱMdǯ 

x Y���e�i�ȱCa����ȱ-ȱ1ŞWGǰȱ
KadenaȱABǰȱJapan 

x Phi�i�ȱCa����ȱ-ȱUSAFȱHeartlandȱ
ofȱAmericaȱBandǰȱOffuttȱAFBǰȱ
Nebǯ 

x La��e�ȱC�bi�ȱ-ȱŜARWǰȱMacDillȱ
AFBǰȱFlaǯ 

x J��h�aȱC�����a�ȱ-ȱ3şABWǰȱInȬ
cirlikȱABǰȱTurkey 

x A�abe�ȱDe�ȱVa��eȱ-ȱ1CTCSǰȱJBȱ
CharlestonǰȱSǯCǯ 

x Na�a�ieȱFi��i��iȱ-ȱ1SOWǰȱHurlȬ
burtȱFieldǰȱFlaǯ 

x J�h�ȱF�i��e�ȱ-ȱŞŜAWǰȱRamsteinȱ
ABǰȱGermany 

x B�¢a�ȱG��h�ieȱ-ȱ1CTCSǰȱJBȱ
CharlestonǰȱSǯCǯ 

x Ja���ȱHa��e��ȱ-ȱUSAFȱHeritȬ
ageȱofȱAmericaȱBandǰȱJBȱLangley
-EustisǰȱVA 

x S�e�ha�ieȱHe��¢ȱ-ȱ3ŝ5AMWǰȱ
ScottȱAFBǰȱIllǯ 

x Ti����h¢ȱH��e¢ȱ-ȱ3AVSǰȱJBSA-
LacklandǰȱTexas 

x J��a��eȱJ�h����ȱ-ȱ5ŝWGǰȱNellisȱ
AFBǰȱNevǯ 

x Th��a�ȱKa���ȱ-ȱŞŜAWǰȱRamȬ
steinȱABǰȱGermany 

x Jac�ȱLeg�a�dȱ-ȱAFNȱKoreaǰȱ
DMAǰȱCampȱHumphreysǰȱReȬ
publicȱofȱKorea 

x De��a�iȱMa�he�¢ȱ-ȱAFNȱKunȬ
sanǰȱDMAǰȱKunsanȱABǰȱRepubȬ
licȱofȱKorea 

x A���i�ȱMcI����hȱ-ȱ2ŞBWǰȱEllsȬ
worthȱAFBǰȱSǯDǯ 

x A�e¡a�de�ȱMe�cha�ȱ-ȱŜ0ȱAMWǰȱ
TravisȱAFBǰȱCalifǯ 

x Nic��eȱM��ig�a��ȱ-ȱAFNȱAviȬ
anoǰȱDMAǰȱAvianoȱABǰȱItaly 

x Ki�be��¢ȱM�e��e�ȱ-ȱŞ1TWǰȱ
KeeslerȱAFBǰȱMissǯ 

x K�i��a�ȱM��g�iaȱ-ȱ432WGǰȱ
CreechȱAFBǰȱNevǯ 

x Ma��iȱM��i£ȱȮȱUǯSǯȱAirȱForcesȱ
inȱEuropeȱBandȱȮȱRamsteinȱABǰȱ
Germany 

x Ca��ieȱN�����ȱ-ȱŜ2AWǰȱJBȱLewȬ
is-McChordǰȱWashǯ 

x Ja�e�ȱN�fe�ȱ-ȱUSAFȱBandȱofȱ
FlightǰȱWrightȱPattersonȱAFBǰȱ
Ohio 

x I�aacȱO�i�e�aȱ-ȱŞŜAWǰȱRamȬ
steinȱABǰȱGermany 

x C�a�i��aȱO�b���ȱ-ȱUSAFȱBandȱ
ofȱtheȱGoldenȱWestǰȱTravisȱ
AFBǰȱCalifǯ 

x Da���aȱRa�bȱ-ȱ45SLDǰȱPatrickȱ
SFBǰȱFlaǯ 

x AshleyȱRichardsȱ-ȱ31şRWǰȱ
GrandȱForksȱAFBǰȱNǯDǯ 

x Ca����ȱR�d�ig�e£ȱ-ȱ1CTCSǰȱJBȱ
CharlestonǰȱSǯCǯ 

x R�ci�ȱR���ȱ-ȱ30SLDǰȱVandenȬ
bergȱSFBǰȱCalifǯ 

x Zacha�¢ȱR�f��ȱ-ȱ5ŝWGǰȱNellisȱ
AFBǰȱNevǯ 

x Sa��¢ȱSab����i�ȱDeȱL��ȱSa�Ȭ
���ȱ-ȱHQȱDMAǰȱFtǯȱGeorgeȱGǯȱ
MeadeǰȱMdǯ 

x Ch��eȱSha�e�ȱ-ȱŜ33ABWǰȱJBȱ
Langley-EustisǰȱVaǯ 

x Pa��ic�ȱS���i�a�ȱ-ȱŜŝ3ABWǰȱJBȱ
Elemendorf-RichardsonǰȱAlaska 

x J��eȱTa���d��gȱ-ȱ354FWǰȱEielȬ
sonȱAFBǰȱAlaska 

x M��e�ȱTa¢���ȱ-ȱ43ŜTSǰȱDyessȱ
AFBǰȱTexas 

x A��h��¢ȱWa��e�ȱ-ȱ1CTCSǰȱJBȱ
CharlestonǰȱSǯCǯ 

x Ve����ȱWa��e�ȱ-ȱ2ŝSOWǰȱCanȬ
nonȱAFBǰȱNǯMǯ 

x Michae�ȱPǯȱWa�dȱ-ȱUSAFAǰȱColȬ
oradoȱSpringsǰȱColoǯ 

x Z�eȱWiggi��ȱ-ȱ5ŝWGǰȱNellisȱ
AFBǰȱNevǯ 

x Zacha�¢ȱW�igh�ȱ-ȱ5BWǰȱMinotȱ
AFBǰȱNǯDǯ 

x R¢�ȱYa�a�a aȱ-ȱUSAFȱBandȱofȱ
theȱPacific-AsiaǰȱYokotaȱABǰȱJaȬ
pan 

CongratulationsȱtoȱyouȱallǷ ȱBecomȬ
ingȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱNCOȱcorpsȱisȱaȱ
criticalȱmoveȱinȱyourȱcareerȱwhereȱ
youȱwillȱserveȱaȱvitalȱroleȱinȱourȱAirȱ
Forceǯ ȱ 



Air Force Public Affairs Association life member, retired Col. Johnny 
Whitaker, left, administers the officer oath of office to his son, Col. Jona-
than Whitaker, U.S. Space Force. The occasion was Jonathan’s O-ϲ pro-
motion ceremony, October ϯϭ, ϮϬϮϯ, at Davis-Monthan AFB , Ariz. The 
newly promoted younger Whitaker is the Director of Space Forces, 
USSOUTHCOM. Jonathan’s wife, Jennifer Whitaker, is the civilian Deputy 
Director of Public Affairs for ϭϮAF ;AFSOUTHͿ. ;USAF Photo by TSgt. Ra-
chel Maxwell, NCOIC, Command Information, ϭϮAF ;AFSOUTHͿ Public 
AffairsͿ 
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R4der pins on second s/ar 
Promotion delayed by Senator over DoD Abortion Policy 

T heȱDepartmentȱofȱDefenseȱ
PressȱSecretaryȱwasȱfinallyȱ
ableȱtoȱpinȱonȱhisȱsecondȱ
starȱDecǯȱŜǯ 

ȱȱȱAirȱForceȱMajǯȱGenǯȱPatrickȱSǯȱRyȬ
derȱwasȱamongȱ22ȱgeneralȱofficersȱ
selectedȱforȱpromotionȱinȱMarchȱ
2023ȱwho’sȱpromotionsȱwereȱdeȬ
layedȱbyȱaȱUǯSǯȱSenatorǯ 
ȱȱȱRyderȱfollowsȱinȱtheȱfootstepsȱofȱ
theȱlastȯandȱonlyȱotherȯuniformedȱ
Pentagonȱpressȱsecretaryǰ RearȱAdmǯȱ
JohnȱFǯȱKirbyǰȱwhoȱpinnedȱonȱhisȱ
secondȱstarȱshortlyȱafter takingȱonȱ
theȱjobȱinȱlateȱ2013ǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱSenǯȱTommyȱTubervilleȱǻR-AlaǯǼȱ
releasedȱmostȱofȱhisȱholdsȱonȱofficerȱ
promotionsȱonȱDecǯȱ5ǰȱlargelyȱendingȱ
aȱş-monthȱprotestȱthatȱfailedȱtoȱreȬ
duceȱtroops’ȱaccessȱtoȱabortionȱserȬ
vicesȱbutȱleftȱtheȱUǯSǯȱmilitaryȱinȬ
creasinglyȱshorthandedȱatȱitsȱmostȱ

seniorȱjobsǯ WithinȱhoursǰȱtheȱSenȬ
ateȱapprovedȱtheȱpromotionȱof 425ȱ
seniorȱofficers longȱheldȱupȱbyȱtheȱ
AlabamaȱRepublicanǯ ȱ 
ȱȱȱTheȱGOPȱsenator placedȱhisȱ
hold aboutȱeightȱmonthsȱafterȱtheȱ
SupremeȱCourtȱeliminatedȱUǯSǯȱ
women’sȱrightȱtoȱanȱabortionǯȱWithȬ
inȱweeksȱofȱtheȱcourt’sȱJulyȱ2022ȱ
decisionǰȱseveralȱstatesȱhadȱmovedȱ
toȱlimitȱaccessȱtoȱreproductiveȱ
healthȱcareǰȱincludingȱonesȱthatȱ
wereȱhomeȱtoȱnearlyȱa quarter-
millionȱtroopsǰȱincludingȱsome 40ȱ
percent ofȱfemaleȱservicemembersǯȱ
InȱFebruaryǰȱTubervilleȱimposedȱaȱ
ȃsenatorialȱholdȄȱonȱeveryȱmilitaryȱ
promotionȱandȱdefenseȱappointȬ
mentȱthatȱrequiredȱSenateȱapprovalȱ
inȱanȱeffortȱtoȱstopȱpayingȱforȱ
troopsȱtoȱtravelȱfromȱstatesȱthatȱ
have functionallyȱoutlawedȱaborȬ
tionǯȱByȱmid-yearǰȱTuberville’sȱholdȱ

hadȱdelayedȱseveralȱhundredȱpromoȬ
tionsǯ 
ȱȱȱSenatorsȱapprovedȱ425ȱpromotionsȱ
byȱvoiceȱvoteȱhoursȱafterȱTubervilleȱ
saidȱheȱwouldȱallowȱnominationsȱtoȱ
proceedȱforȱallȱofficersȱbelowȱtheȱ
rankȱofȱfourȱstarsǯȱ 

Maj. Gen. Patrick S. Ryder 



P͘ O͘ Boǆ Ϯϰϰϲ 
East Peoria IL ϲϭϲϭϭ-Ϯϰϰϲ 

;Address CorrecƟon ReqƵestedͿ FI567 CLA66 3267AGE 

SYbQiWWiSR deadliRe fSV Xhe Re\X iWWYe iW Feb. 1! 

Centurion program 

A FPAA’sȱEndowmentȱ
FundȱgainedȱǞ2ǰŞ00ȱdolȬ
larsȱasȱ24ȱmembersȱ
listedȱbelowȱmadeȱǞ100ȱ

donationsȱduringȱtheȱ2023ȱannualȱ
meetingǯȱ 
ȱȱȱDonorsȱpresentȱatȱtheȱannualȱmemȬ
bershipȱmeetingȱparticipateȱinȱaȱ
drawingȱforȱaȱfreeȱhotelȱroomǯȱBeȬ
causeȱitȱhadȱbeenȱseveralȱyearsȱsinceȱ
anȱannualȱmeetingȱwasȱconductedǰȱ
threeȱdrawingsȱforȱfreeȱroomsȱwereȱ
heldȱthisȱyearǯȱTheȱwinnersȱwereȱ
DickȱColeǰȱAlanȱDeFendȱandȱDaveȱ
Smithǯȱ 

ȱȱȱAFPAAȱmembersȱcanȱdonateȱtoȱ
theȱEndowmentȱFundȱatȱanyȱtimeȱinȱ
aȱvarietyȱofȱwaysȱȮȱmoneyǰȱstocksǰȱ
realȱestateǰȱcollectiblesǰȱorȱotherȱvalȬ
uablesǯȱDonationsȱareȱtaxȱdeductiȬ
bleǰȱreducingȱaȱmember’sȱtaxȱliabilȬ
ityȱwhileȱhelpingȱprovideȱforȱ
AFPAA’sȱfutureǯȱContactȱtreasurerȱ
PhilȱRatliffȱonȱhowȱtoȱmakeȱdonaȬ
tionsȱatȱpmratliffȓthevillagesǯnetǯ 
ȱȱȱThisȱyear’sȱdonorsȱwereǱ 
ȯȱAdrianeȱCraig ȯȱCarlaȱSylvester 
ȯȱAlanȱDeFendȱ ȯȱChristineȱQueen 
ȯȱArtȱForster ȯȱChuckȱMerlo 
ȯȱBethȱHorine ȯȱClemȱGaines 

 
ȯȱDavidȱSmith ȱȱȱȱȱȯȱDonȱBlack 
ȯȱDonnaȱStratfordȱȱȱȯȱHalȱSmarkola 
ȯȱHenryȱHufnagelȱȱȱȯȱJayȱDeFrank 
ȯȱJimȱRagan ȱȱȱȱȱȯȱJimȱMcGuire 
ȯȱJimȱStratford ȱȱȱȱȱȯȱJoeȱPurka 
ȯȱJulieȱBriggs ȱȱȱȱȱȯMǯJǯȱJadick 
ȯȱNeilȱButtimer ȱȱȱȱȱȯDickȱCole 
ȯȱRonȱRand 
ȯȱCarolynȱTerrillȱǻwhoȱdonatedȱ$500ȯ 
ȱȱȱȱȱǞ100ȱforȱeachȱmemberȱofȱherȱfamilyȱ 
ȱȱȱȱȱwhoȱattendedǯǼ 
 


